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Yes! - we sent your agency a letter stating the amount of your 2012 recommend-

ed CDBG award. 

No! - we have not yet received official notice from HUD of the City’s 2012 CDBG 

grant award. 

No! - your agency should not expend any CDBG funds or enter into any contracts 

until the City executes a subrecipient agreement with you. 

Yes!—we will contact you as soon as we receive our official award notification. 

Yes! - based on the actual CDBG award to the City, your agency’s grant amount 

may be adjusted. 

We will meet with you to review the subrecipient agreement provisions, monitoring 

and compliance procedures, reporting forms, and any budget revisions or adjust-

ments to your outcome measures that may be necessary.   

If you have questions in the meantime, please contact Karen Christensen. 

 2012 CDBG:  Answers to the Top Five FAQs! 

March, 2012 

Two more homes will soon be listed for sale through the Neighborhood Stabiliza-

tion Program:  590 E. Downer Place and 458 S. Union.  Check our website 

(http://www.aurora-il.org/community_services/neighborhoodredevelopment/

nsp_program.php) for the latest information, applications, and homebuyer coun-

seling contact information.  Note that closing cost assistance and loan 

“forgiveness” are available for NSP homes.  Call Karen Zilly with questions. 

We can also help those who are considering purchasing “non-NSP” homes in Au-

rora.  The City participates in a program that offers a “two-pronged” approach for 

eligible homebuyers: 

The ASSIST program can arrange for funds to cover the down payment and 

closing costs; 

The Mortgage Credit Certificate (MCC) program can reduce the effective inter-

est cost through a federal income tax credit. 

Call Karen Christensen for details about ASSIST and MCC or for a list of partici-

pating lenders. 
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Job Training, Entrepreneurship, and the Economic Recovery 

At a time when we are all eagerly anticipating economic recovery and the reduction of poverty and income 

inequality in our country, it’s important to take advantage of local resources available to deal with these con-

cerns. Among the agencies recommended for CDBG funding in 2012 are two with a strong job training track 

record: 

Quad County Urban League— Aurora YouthBuild Program and the Employment Assistance and Referral 

Program—contact Katrina Boatright-Smith at 630-851-2203 x 246 for more information 

Waubonsee Community College/Hesed House Employment Skills Program—contact Leslie Lantow at 630-

897-2156 x 505 for more information 

A vast array of economists, sociologists, educators, and urban planners agree that as cities like Aurora experi-

ence a decline in the number of heavy manufacturing jobs available, well-coordinated workforce development 

is a key component in ensuring optimal economic recovery.  A match between the training that’s offered with 

the skills that major employers and emerging industry leaders have identified as needed is critical. 

Some people who have been negatively affected by the Great Recession have turned to entrepreneurship as a 

means of coping with unemployment and gaining control over their financial destiny.  Though not funded by 

CDBG, the Waubonsee Community College Small Business Development Center is an excellent resource for 

those considering opening their own business or seeking technical assistance to improve and expand existing 

operations.  Contact Harriet Parker at 630-906–4143 for more information. 

Upcoming events: 

3/21/12, 3:00—5:00 pm, Waubonsee Community College Multi-Purpose Room, 18 S. River 

 Mayor’s Task Force on Affordable Housing 

4/11/12, 3:00—5:00 pm, Waubonsee Community College Multi-Purpose Room, 18 S. River 

 Mayor’s Task Force on Affordable Housing 

4/19/12, 7:00—8:15 pm, Aurora Public Library—Eola Branch, 555 S. Eola Road 

 Home Energy Efficiency Workshop—call 630-256-3323 to pre-register 

4/28/12, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm, Quad County Urban League, 1685 N. Farnsworth 

 Steps to Homeownership—no registration required; call 630-256-3320 for information 

5/17/12, 7:00—8:15 pm, Aurora Police Headquarters, 1200 E. Indian Trail Road 

 Home Energy Efficiency Workshop—call 630-256-3323 to register 

Resources for Renters 

Two agencies funded through the City’s HUD-sponsored grants (CDBG, NSP, and HOME) provide services 

targeted to renters: 

Prairie State Legal Services, the legal aid program for northern and central Illinois, schedules training 

programs for social service providers who wish to learn about landlord-tenant law, and also assists 

renters with questions related to their rights.  Contact Prairie State at 630-232-9415, 800-942-4612 or 

www.pslegal.org.  Free information is available in Spanish at www.ayudalegalil.org. 

Community Housing Advocacy and Development (CHAD) provides rental housing for income-eligible ten-

ants.  Contact CHAD at www.chadhousing.org or 630-456-4452. 


