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On Saturday, November 3, 2012 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. we will be joining 

our partners—BMO Harris Bank, Consumer Credit Counseling Service, Joseph 

Corporation, the Illinois Housing Development Authority and the Quad County 

Urban League for our 4th “Steps to Homeownership” workshop.  Presentations in 

English and Spanish will be offered in QCUL’s classrooms at 1685 N. Farnsworth 

Avenue in Aurora.  Topics include personal financial management, homebuyer 

counseling, downpayment assistance and incentives for homebuyers.  The first 

20 attendees will receive $20 grocery vouchers from Cermak Foods. 

Information tables will be staffed by representatives of each of the partner agen-

cies, as well as sponsors — Citibank, Chase, Old Second National Bank, Farmers 

Insurance and Re/Max Town and Country. 

Registration is not required.  If you have questions, please call Karen Christensen 

at 630-256-3321. 
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Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 

Grant— A Stimulus Success 

We are proud to announce the successful completion of projects funded through 

a federal stimulus Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant  (EECBG) 

under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.  The 

City of Aurora received $1,574,100.00 and leveraged additional funds for a total 

energy efficiency investment of $2,112,928.22 (see table on the next page). 

Programs and projects were initially identified by a group of City staff that had 

convened to develop ideas to respond to the ComEd Community Energy Chal-

lenge.  Subsequent to this Challenge, the City applied for, and was awarded the 

EECBG from the U.S. Department of Energy.  The Neighborhood Redevelopment 

Division was selected as the administrative agent since our staff had experience  



EECBG Leveraged Funds 

administering block grant programs.  Though the Neighborhood Redevelopment Division functioned as the 

program coordinator and direct manager of  some activities, our partners (listed below) were critical to the 

design and implementation of the overall program, regularly revisiting and re-crafting ideas when they 

looked like they weren't going to work as well as had been expected.   

Activities under the grant that were managed directly by Karen Zilly of the Neighborhood Redevelopment 

Division included the Residential Energy Savers Program, the Business Energy Savers program, and 

Aurora GreenWorks.  Zilly also coordinated DCEO rebates for municipal projects. 

A wide array of City of Aurora departments and divisions managed additional activities: 

The City’s Finance Department offered rebates under the Water-Saving Toilet Rebate Program 

for the replacement of old-style toilets with new WaterSense-labeled high-efficiency toilets.  The goal 

was to reduce water production, electrical energy consumption, and associated costs. 

The City’s Building and Permits Division coordinated educational workshops and training programs 

for city staff plus building and development industry professionals. 

The City’s Water Production Division coordinated a lighting retrofit project for the water treatment 

complex and managed a heat pump installation project to utilize well water for heating and cooling at 

the water treatment facility. 

The City’s Central Services Division coordinated lighting retrofits in nine municipal administrative 

and service buildings. 

The City’s Engineering Division managed two wind-turbine installations to power traffic signals plus a 

traffic signal upgrade and interconnection project. 

The City’s Planning and Zoning Division drafted policies and a comprehensive amendment to the 

Aurora Zoning Ordinance to support renewal energy. 

The City’s Development Services Department managed a feasibility analysis for the installation of 

small-scale wind turbines at institutional facilities. 

(continued…) 

Source of Funds Amount 

EECBG Program Funds (ARRA) $1,574,100.00 

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity $   213,164.85 

City of Aurora funds  $  156,955.60 

Private investment $   168,707.77 

TOTAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY INVESTMENT $2,112.928.22 



Upcoming events: 

10/29/12, 5:00 pm—City Hall Council Chambers, 44 E Downer Place, 2nd Floor 

 Public Hearing, 2013 Annual Action Plan 

11/3/12, 9:00 am-1:00 pm, Quad County Urban League, 1685 N. Farnsworth 

 4th “Steps to Homeownership” Workshop 

 

And, these agencies and organizations took on projects as well: 

Waubonsee Community College’s Workforce Development Department developed curriculum sup-

porting Building Performance Institute (BPI) certification and worked with the City to coordinate tui-

tion reimbursements to those who attained certification. 

Rebuilding Together Aurora created (from scratch!) the Green Home Housecalls program, which 

provided toolkits and volunteer services to install products to increase residential energy efficiency—plus 

RTA ran a separate Wall and Attic Insulation Installation program for homeowners. 

Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance offered a Building Operator Certificate program and worked 

with the City to coordinate tuition reimbursements to those who attained certification. 

The Conservation Foundation presented Water Conservation Workshops for homeowners’ associa-

tions representatives and residents. 

Insight Property Services designed Home Performance Workshops for residential property owners. 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, through its Public Sector Ener-

gy Efficiency program, provided rebates for municipal energy efficiency projects. 

 

For more detailed information about any of these activities, contact Karen Zilly. 

An alliance of local organizations, utility companies and nonprofit groups has joined forces to help homeown-

ers increase the comfort of their homes. Energy Impact Illinois offers a special, limited-time rebate up to 

$1,750 to homeowners who make energy efficiency improvements before the coming winter.  Energy Impact 

Illinois can also provide homeowners with information about zero-percent (for the first year) loans to com-

plete efficiency improvements. 

More than one-half of total residential energy costs come from heating and cooling.  Most homes have incor-

rectly installed or insufficient amounts of attic insulation.  Air sealing and insulating a home are easy steps to 

prevent this energy loss and to save money.  Through the Energy Impact Illinois programs, homeowners can 

save, on average, 70% of the cost of the work. 

To learn about the energy-saving program eligibility, rebates, loans, and certified contractors: 

Contact Liz Optholt at liz@energyimpactillinois.org or 708-203-2559, or 

Visit www.energyimpactillinois.org, or 

Call 855-9-IMPACT. 

But wait...here are more ways to save money and energy... 


