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Planning Update—Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area:   

Federal Funds Assist Aurora Residents!         

As the City of Aurora’s fiscal year winds to a close, and we begin contemplating a great 2014, the Neighborhood 

Redevelopment Division (NRD) wanted to revisit a long range planning tool, the City’s Neighborhood Revitaliza-

tion Strategy Area (NRSA) and update our Quarterly News readers about new and exciting  programs and pro-

jects for the area.   For long time readers, the NRSA has been a revitalization tool for over a decade.   But, you 

might not know about some new and unique programs that are about to happen in the area!   

NRSAs as a CDBG tool. NRSA is a provision within CDBG funding that allows cities and states to develop plans for 

economic development and housing needs in a particular neighborhood (as opposed to regular CDBG funding 

rules which target aid by income, not location). The rules governing the use of grant money are more flexible for 

NRSAs than for regular CDBG funding, which promotes innovative programs in economically disadvantaged are-

as.  

The Aurora NRSA - A Brief History.  Initiated in 1999 and 

renewed in 2010, in conjunction with the City’s CDBG pro-

cess the NRSA allows the City to implement a locally driven 

“Plan” that takes considerable resident input into account 

in its recommendations.  The current NRSA Plan (2011) fo-

cuses on housing: foreclosure prevention, rehabilitation of 

existing stock (owner/renter),  and first time homebuyer;   

economic development: connecting residents with employ-

ers, retail leakage, facilitating mixed use development, 

Community Based Development Organizations (CBDO’s), 

financial literacy, job training,  and  revitalization; infra-

structure, and open space in redevelopment.   Aurora’s NRSA is located in the central part of Aurora, encom-

passing a small portion of the downtown area and nearly all of the city’s Near East Side neighborhood. The area 

– generally bound by Lake Street, Liberty Street, East Avenue, and North Avenue – and is approximately three-

quarters of a square mile and borders the Fox River. 

New initiatives.  Why start now?  The NRSA experienced challenges in implementation, including the economic 

recovery (foreclosures and business closings); huge demographic changes in Aurora (true poverty in Aurora dou-

bled in 10 years from 2000-2010); and a municipal contraction (staff turnover).  NRD took these challenges as a 

call to move forward and implement new programs that tackle a range of issues such as housing, business, beau-

tification; adhering to modest budgets that reflect new fiscal realities; BUT have the potential to grow into 

citywide programs. 
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New Program and Project Initiatives!   

NRSA Small Business Support Initiative (Wauboneee Small Business Development 

Center) -  Project will inventory small businesses, assess their needs, and offer in-

tensive and well-tailored support services in access to capital, marketing, legal, and 

other services that are difficult to access for small businesses. 

Why fund this?   It is hoped that this program will assist small business to grow, 

retain and hire employees, and improve the micro economy in the NRSA.  It is ex-

pected that 20 NRSA businesses would receive counseling/training in the first year. 

Home Improvement Incentive Program – This program, available exclusively in the 

NRSA, will fund 90% of exterior home improvements (visible from the street) up to 

$2,000 to incentivize exterior home repairs and beautify the NRSA area.  Examples 

may include painting, awnings, siding, driveways, landscaping, etc.  Housing repairs 

and upgrades covered by other City funded programs (e.g., Safety First) are 

excluded from this program. 

Why fund this?  This program encourages low income homeowners to initiate small home improvement projects that 

they would otherwise not be able to complete, or to contemplate larger home improvement projects that will beauti-

fy the NRSA area and increase neighborhood pride.  It is expected that 25 matching grants will be given in the first 

year.  

NRSA Down Payment Assistance Program - To be used in conjunction with down payment assistance programs 

offered by partners such as the Joseph Corporation, this program will grant up to $2,000 to cover reasonable and eli-

gible down payment and closing costs for income eligible first time homebuyers as an incentive to purchase a single 

family home in the NRSA.  As housing costs in the NRSA are slated to rise, this program will enhance housing afforda-

bility.  It is estimated that this program will attract 25 grant recipients per year.  

Why fund this?  Although the City of Aurora enjoys a 70% homeownership rate, the rate in the NRSA is only 44%.  This 

program will offer a small incentive to improve the overall homeowner rate for the area.    

NRSA Ash Tree Replacement Program – This program, a partnership with the City of Aurora Engineering Department, 

will replace 72 previously removed Ash trees in the NRSA area that were destroyed by the Emerald Ash Borer beetle.   

Why fund this?  This project will beautify the area and increase neighborhood pride. Replacement trees will include 

Elm, Ginko, and Hackberry trees among others. 

New projects are just starting.  It is hoped that there will be more creative initiatives for the NRSA in 2014. 

The Neighborhood Redevelopment Division wishes you a happy and safe holiday season!    


