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Pssst. Did you hear the news?  For 
the first time since 1946, there 
was not a single murder in Aurora.

Chances are, you probably heard. 
The amazing milestone was 
covered extensively by local, 
Chicago, and national media in 
the first two months of 2013 and 
always included the question “How’d you do it?”

The answer? An incredible amount of hard work 
over a prolonged period of time by a lot of 
dedicated people.

“The entire community deserves 
credit,” Aurora Mayor Tom Weisner 
said. “From our world class police 
force to our community groups who 
have stayed true to their commitment 
over 25 years; to our not-for profits, faith-
based groups, schools and colleges who offer 
at-risk youth positive futures; to other City 
employees who supported anti-crime efforts 
by quickly removing graffiti or repairing street 
lights; down to everyday citizens and taxpayers 
who supported construction of a state-of-the-art 
police headquarters. This is a victory for all of 
us.”

Police Chief Greg Thomas said, “There is no 
single program that reduces violence. Instead, 
we tackled the root causes of crime on all fronts.”

While the statistic itself is amazing, when 
studied in a bigger context it becomes even more 
remarkable.

Aurora’s major crime rate has declined 
significantly over the past decade despite the 
City’s population growing to just under 200,000 
people. While 55,000 more people called Aurora 
home between 2000 and 2010, major crime has 
dropped from 42.1 to 22.1 per 1,000 people. 
Violent crime has plummeted more than 50 

BOREALIS

percent in the last decade.

What does an entire year 
without a murder mean 
for the violent reputation 
all too often tied to Aurora 
during the past 25 years?

“It demonstrates that 
Aurora is among the 

safest large and diverse communities across the 
nation,” said Chief Thomas.  “We will be vigilant 

in our efforts to make sure the future is 
just as bright.”

 “This accomplishment has a 
tremendous impact on the way 
families, businesses, and organizations 

feel about our City,” Mayor Weisner 
said. “The world is beginning to see us 

in a new light.” 

Zero murders in 2012 
reinforces bright future

City of Aurora www.aurora-il.org
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Dear neighbor, 

For the City of Aurora and its residents, 
2012 was a noteworthy year. We continued 
to buck many of the negative trends that 
impacted many larger cities like our own. 

First of all, crime in our community fell, 
once again. The most dramatic news was 
the complete absence of murders in Aurora 
during 2012, and this fact was reported not 
only in Chicagoland, but across the nation. 

But perhaps the best news for all of us 
was continuation of the longer term drop 
in violent crime, which has fallen by 50% 
over the past ten years. 

What does this mean for our community?

•	 It means Aurora’s image is changing for  
 the better. We will take advantage of that  
 fact by engaging in a “branding”  
 campaign to solidify and promote that  
 new image to people, to businesses and  
 to the world. 

•	 It means we have the opportunity –  
 and the responsibility – to replace the  
 once powerful call of crime and gangs  
 among our at-risk children, with the  
 positive prospect of opportunity and  
 success. The city has partnered with  
 a multitude of youth-oriented agencies  
 to provide after school programming for  
 young students. 

•	 We are now beginning new partnerships  
 with our school districts, United Way  
 and several social service agencies,  
 Waubonsee Community College, Aurora  
 University and others to create a full  
 range of new opportunities, from early  
 learning (SPARK), to technical job  
 training (Pathways to Prosperity), to a  
 STEM Academy at Aurora University  
 that will expose Aurora students, grades  

 3-8 (and teachers) to higher levels of  
 learning in science, technology,  
 engineering and math. 

•	 It means more businesses; more jobs.  
 The peaceful nature of our city also  
 makes us more attractive to business. Our  
 December, 2012, unemployment figure  
 was nearly a full point lower than the State  
 average. While we need to keep driving  
 this number down, our unemployment  
 rate is well below that of similar  
 large cities such as Joliet, Rockford and  
 Waukegan.  

The benefits of being a peaceful city are 
many and we are already moving to take 
full advantage of our new image . . . of 
our new reality. I look forward to Aurora’s 
future. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Weisner Mayor,  
City of Aurora

2

From the Mayor’s Desk

Community volunteer and photographer 
Jose Torres was named the 2012 Pete Perez 
Award winner for outstanding leadership 
and making a positive impact in the 
Hispanic community at the Aurora Hispanic 
Heritage Advisory Board’s 11th annual 
community breakfast in January. Torres has 
volunteered for several community 
organizations and can often be seen 
capturing the sights at many Aurora events 
throughout the year.

March 6 to 24
Tickets: Box Office, 23 E. Galena Blvd. 

630-896-6666; or  
www.paramountaurora.com 

Don’t miss out on 
the Broadway show  

of the season  
at the Paramount!

Recycle  
those old  
electronics

as part of your  
spring cleaning

Find a list of accepted items 
and recycling options at

www.aurora-il.org or  
630-256-INFO.
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Weekend yard warriors itching to get outside this spring should 
take note that the City’s free yard waste collection takes place 
April 1 to 12.

Yard waste and unbundled brush should be placed at the 
curb by 6 a.m. on your regular garbage collection day. 
For more information, visit www.aurora-il.org or call  
630-256-INFO.

Yard waste
Residents can dispose of an unlimited amount of yard waste for free in 
30-gallon Kraft paper bags without using a sticker during the first two 
weeks in April on their regular garbage collection day. Bags must not 
exceed 60 pounds. Starting the week of April 15, a garbage waste sticker 
must be attached to the Kraft bag. Yard waste mixed with garbage or 
yard waste placed in a garbage can or plastic bag will not be collected. 

Unbundled brush
Branches and limbs that are ½ inch to 4 inches in diameter and 2 to 4 
feet in length can be placed at the curb without a waste sticker. Brush 
should be placed in neat piles in the same direction with the cut side of 
the limbs facing the street. Unmanageable piles will not be collected. 
Unbundled brush that is less than ½ inch in diameter is considered 
yard waste. Brush is collected for free April 1 to Nov.1. Brush resulting 
from commercial tree trimming jobs will not be collected and is the 
responsibility of the contractor.

Mark your calendar for 
City’s free yard waste 
collection

A new era 
of culture, 
music and 
celebration 
is coming to 
d o w n t o w n 
Aurora as 
R i v e r E d g e 
Park makes 
its debut this 
summer.

The park’s 
Music Garden and John C. Dunham Pavilion will be a dynamic 
cultural events destination located along the Fox River at 360 N. 
Broadway. 

The public opening event will be Blues on the Fox, a signature 
Aurora tradition, on Father’s Day weekend. 

The park will be home to additional major concerts, regional 
acts and showcase the City’s best local talent. The Music 
Garden seats up to 8,500 people with state-of-the 
art acoustics and contains a guest services building 
featuring a roof top deck and concessions.

Look for more information in the summer edition of 
the Aurora Borealis. You can also visit the park’s new 
website at www.riveredgeparkaurora.org.

Coming soon: RiverEdge 
Park to debut in June

Before you vote… 
You may not have moved, but your home may 
be in a new ward due to redrawn boundaries. 
Before you vote April 9, check to see if your 
ward changed by visiting “MyPlace” on the 
City’s website at www.aurora-il.org. 

To learn about more benefits or to purchase a rain barrel,  
visit www.aurora-il.org.  

Aurora residents can join the City’s green 
efforts by ordering their rain barrel this 
spring.
The 55-gallon barrels collect water from rooftop 
gutters, which then can be used to fill watering 
cans or buckets. 

Rain barrels have many benefits, including:

• Hydrating plants better with naturally soft  
 water devoid of chemicals

• Cutting down on pollutants entering the   
 storm sewers and the Fox River

• Reducing storm-water runoff

• Conserving water used from underground  
 aquifers

Purchase a rain 
barrel today 



A 20-year-old is interviewed by a local manufacturer for a well-
paying assembly job in the factory.

The applicant,  a high school graduate  who has taken  a few college 
courses, is smart and personable. But when asked to  explain his 
technical skills it becomes apparent  that the youngster does not 
possess the  knowledge to succeed in the company and ultimately, 
no job offer is made.

Even in today’s challenging job market, this is a scenario that is all 
too familiar to many high tech companies across the nation. The 
number of jobs requiring skills in science, technology and math 
frequently outnumbers the supply of applicants to fill them.

In January, a significant step was taken to close 
what has become a “skills gap” with the launch of 
the Aurora Regional Pathways to Prosperity Project. 
Designed to increase student employment success 
and career readiness skills, the program capitalizes 
on the collaboration between the business 
community, school districts and government 
leaders.

“In Aurora we know that collaboration is the only 
way to get things done effectively and efficiently,” 
said Mayor Tom Weisner. “I believe that the City is 
uniquely qualified to create a nationwide model in 

City laying out Pathways to Prosperity
student workforce development.”

Representative Linda Chapa LaVia characterized Aurora’s Pathways 
Project as “thinking outside school walls.”  “We need every child to 
succeed.  Through Pathways to Prosperity, we have an opportunity 
to engage employers and align what students learn in the classroom 
to jobs available in today’s market.”

Aurora’s Pathways Project utilizes recently completed research 
from Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education and 
Jobs for the Future, which found that the most abundant well-
paying jobs in the Aurora area are in the health care and advanced 
manufacturing industries as well as Information Technology. Going 

forward, the project will focus on combining 
rigorous academics with strong technical 
education, beginning in middle school, to equip 
the majority of young people with the skills and 
credentials to succeed in these areas.

The study also found Aurora already has critical 
success factors in place including a core group 
of educational, business and community 
leaders who have already begun mapping out a 
collaborative approach.

A copy of the report is available on Aurora’s 
website at www.aurora-il.org.

City keeps spending in check with 2013 budget
The City of Aurora continues to provide a high level of exceptional 
services to meet the needs of the community despite the sluggish 
national economy.

The goals of the 2013 budget are to enhance the City’s public safety, 
increase the economic base and continue to establish Aurora as a 
regional technology and environmental leader. The budget provides 
Police with a canine unit to track down criminals, evidence and 
missing people while the Fire Department will be replacing a fire 
truck and ambulance.

The City also is targeting several exciting developments that will 
create more jobs and continue to expand its tax base. A deal to build 
a major addition to the Chicago Premium Outlet Mall should be 
finalized this year, which in turn will help spur further development 
along the Farnsworth Avenue corridor near Interstate 88.

Aurora also has revitalized and cleaned up former industrial property 
along the Fox River as part of the new RiverEdge Park, which opens 
this June (see page 3). The world-class facility is anticipated to spur 
commercial and residential development in the downtown in the 
coming years.

The City’s 2013 budget continues to hold the line on property taxes. 
The City’s general fund component of the property tax levy is slightly 
lower than 2012 at $41.6 million and is equal to the general fund levy 
in 2005.

“While there are some encouraging economic signs, this budget is 

again tight on spending without sacrificing core 
community services”, said Alderman Robert 
O’Connor, Chairman of the City’s Finance 
Committee.  

The overall 2013 budget increase can primarily 
be attributed to mandated public safety pensions 
and the approval of a new downtown library. The 
project has qualified for $10.8 million in state 
grant money that will reduce the financial burden 
on taxpayers. Construction will begin this spring 
at the southwest corner of River and Benton streets.

By the numbers

Ald. Robert O’Connor

School District 129 Superintendent 
James Rydland discusses strategies 
with other business and community 
leaders during the Aurora Regional 
Pathways to Prosperity Project 
launch at Cabot Microelectronics in 
January.

24 Hour kiosk to 
pay City bills will be 
installed at City Hall this 
year

58 Number of lane 
miles scheduled to be 
resurfaced in 2013

$1.53M Amount of 
taxpayer money saved 
by refinancing old debt

750 New 
parkway trees  
to be planted this year in 
areas affected by the 
Emerald Ash Borer
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Ald. Robert O’Connor

Aurora senior citizens will have opportunities to 
socialize with friends over a game of bean bag baseball 

or a catered meal thanks to a new partnership between the 
City of Aurora and Senior Services Associates, Inc.

Senior Services Associates, 600 N. Lake St., linked 28,000 
seniors last year with resources to enhance quality of life and 
assist them and their families with aging issues including 
personal care, transportation, recreation, health education, 
emergency services, elder abuse intervention and others.

Last fall, the City began providing financial donations and 
sponsorships to the agency to enhance its existing activity 
programming. The City funding has provided more catered 
meals, social activities and other senior services.

The City’s support is paying dividends as illustrated by 
greater attendance at Senior Services Associates programs.

“We have a perfect partnership here in the City to provide 
the services and care for as many seniors as we can,” said 
Paul Heinkel, Senior Services Associates activity director.

To learn more about the services and programs offered at 
Senior Services Associates, call 630-897-4035 or visit its 
website at www.seniorservicesassoc.org. 

Senior Focus: 
Senior Services  
Associates , Inc.

Aurora loves a good party and in 
December, the “First Bash on the 
Bridge” was staged to mark the 
reopening of the Downer Place 
bridges to signal a new, bright 
chapter in the downtown.

The bridges officially opened 
to traffic after a 10 month 
reconstruction — the only major 
bridge rebuild in Aurora history to 
take a single construction season.

Eighty percent of the construction 
and engineering costs, which 
totaled $7.83 million, were federally 
funded. State Rep. Linda Chapa 
LaVia also helped offset the City’s 
share even further by dedicating 
$500,000 of member initiative 
funds to this project.

As part of the project, sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters on both sides of 
the Downer bridges were replaced 

Downer Bridge reopening signals 
bright future for downtown

and brick crosswalks were added.  
Rain gardens will be installed later 
this year on the two south side 
corners of the intersection at 
Downer and Stolp. The gardens 
will remove pollutants from storm 
water by filtering runoff through 
native plantings and engineered 
soils prior to being discharged into 
the Fox River.

The opening of the bridges 
introduced two-way traffic on 
both Downer Pl. and Benton St. 
between Broadway Av. and Lake St. 
to facilitate better foot traffic for 
downtown merchants. Customers 
patronizing the downtown will 
also have more money to spend.  
The City is in the process of 
removing the parking meters and 
implementing a customer-friendly, 
no-charge parking plan.
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Aurora has a well-earned reputation for supplying some of 
the safest, best tasting drinking water in the State.

What may not be as well-known is the multitude of free 
options available for residents to pay for that sparkling H2O.

The City recently introduced automatic payment for water 
bills by customer credit cards.  After registering online, your 
credit card can be automatically charged on the due date 
of the bill. This auto-pay option can also be used to pay a 
water bill through a direct debit to your checking account. 
Customers can pay online 24 hours a day.

All of the electronic payment options are safe, simple, 
and convenient, and help guard against late fees. You can 
even sign up for E-Notification and receive your water bills 
electronically.

Prefer to use the telephone? The City accepts automated, 
around-the-clock water bill payments and inquiries at (630) 
256-3600.

More information about these payment options is available 
on the City’s website at www.aurora-il.org. Choose the Water 
Billing selection under the Finance tab on the left side of the 
homepage. If you prefer, you can call (630) 256-INFO for 
details.

Water bill payment options 
fast and easy



March

Tear out and save!
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Aurora comes alive in SPRING 2013!
Aurora School District 129 and the City.  
For more information, visit  
www.aurorahispanicheritage.com or  
call the City’s Special Events Division at 
630-256-3370.
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Saturday, March 9
Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Customer Service Center,  
3770 McCoy Drive

Saturday, March 23
Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Central Garage Facility,  
720 N. Broadway Ave.

Saturday, April 6
Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Customer Service Center,  
3770 McCoy Drive

Saturday, April 20
Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Central Garage Facility,  
720 N. Broadway Ave.

Friday, April 26
Arbor Day
1 p.m.
The City of Aurora will be celebrating Arbor 
Day on Friday, April 26.  Details are being 
finalized so check the City’s website, 
Facebook and Twitter accounts; or sign up 
to receive City news via email at  
www.aurora-il.org.

Saturday, April 27
El Dia de los Ninos
1 to 5 p.m.
Aurora Transportation Center east 
parking lot, near Spring and Lincoln 
streets
“The Day of Our Children” is full of 
storytelling, reading and activities for the 
whole family. The event is sponsored by the 
Aurora Hispanic Heritage Advisory Board, 
East Aurora School District 131, West 

Friday, May 10
Aurora Sports Festival
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Main site is Phillips Park,  
1000 Ray Moses Drive
The City celebrates May as National 
Physical Fitness and Sports month by 
inviting middle school students with grades 
of either an “A” or “B” in physical education 
to participate in “Olympic-style” sports and 
recreation competitions. For more 
information and other site locations, visit 
www.aurora-il.org. 

Friday, May 17
Conflict Zone & GAR 
Restoration galleries
Opening reception for both exhibits: 
5 to 7 p.m.
David L. Pierce Art and History Center,  
20 E. Downer Place
Conflict Zone is a collaboration of 
photographs and multi-media produced by 
civilian and military journalists in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The gallery runs through Aug. 
2. The Grand Army of the Republic 
restoration exhibit will feature 
photographs, drawings and information 
about the restoration effort of the memorial 
building, 23 E. Downer Place, from 2008 to 
the present. For more information, visit 
www.aurora-il.org. 

Saturday, May 18
Aurora Gardner’s Sale
8 a.m. to noon
Aurora Transportation Center,  
233 N. Broadway Ave.
There is not a better way to kick-off 
planting season than stopping by the 18th 
annual Aurora Gardner’s sale in its new 
location. Stroll through a farmer’s market-
style sale featuring more than 40 vendors 
with an array of plants, flowers, vegetable 
plants, garden art and more. The Fox Valley 
Garden Club will take proceeds from the 
sale to help fund local horticultural 
community projects. For more information, 
visit www.foxvalleygardenclub.com. 

Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Central Garage Facility,  
720 N. Broadway Ave.

Saturday, May 4
Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Customer Service Center,  
3770 McCoy Drive

Sunday, May 5
Motorcycle Sunday
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Phillips Park, 1000 Ray Moses Drive
The 13th annual event, which attracted 
more than 1,000 people last year, will have 
something for every motorcycle enthusiast. 
The free event features a 60-mile 
motorcycle rally, live music, a bike blessing, 
bike shop and food vendors, safety 
presentations and people’s choice bike 
contest. The 60-mile bike ride begins at  
1 p.m. For more information, visit  
www.motorcyclesundayaurora.com. 

Aurora Human 
Relations Commission
Community Open Houses
March 21- 11:00 a.m. to Noon

Aurora Police Dept.,  
1200 E. Indian Tr.

April 18-4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Aurora Public Library – West Branch

233 S. Constitution Dr. 

Light refreshments will be served.
Information: www.aurora-il.org/hrc 
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Fore! 

The Aurora Fire Department 
will be flow testing fire 
hydrants in May and June to 
make sure they operate 
properly in the event of an 
emergency.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR 
YOU?:  
The water is SAFE to drink, but 
run faucets for 30 seconds or 
longer if discoloration 
appears. The hydrant 
testing may produce rusty 
water capable of staining 
clothes. Residents should 
refrain from doing 
laundry between 8 a.m. 
and noon Monday 
through Thursday during 
the testing period.

WHAT IF YOUR CLOTHES 
BECOME STAINED?: 
Laundry stained by rusty 
water should not be dried. The 
AFD and Water Production 
facility offer free chemical 
treatment to remove these 
stains. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Call Customer Service at 
630-256-INFO or visit www.
aurora-il.org.

Before you wash 
those clothes

Do not feed coyotes and  
never leave small animals 
unattended.
Learn more coyote prevention  
tips on our website at  
www.aurora-il.org 

Residents should report coyote 
sightings immediately to Animal 
Control at 630-256-3630 Te
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Monday, May 27
Memorial Day Parade
Ceremony starts at 11:15 a.m.; 
Parade steps off at noon
Downtown Aurora
Aurora residents will remember all the 
dedicated service men and women who 
gave their lives for our country during a 
special ceremony and parade. The 
ceremony will be held in front of the David 
L. Pierce Art and History Center, 20 E. 
Downer Place. The parade will start at 
Benton and River streets, heading east to 
Broadway, north to Downer Place and 
conclude heading west over both our new 
bridges to Middle Avenue.  For more 
information, visit www.aurora-il.org. 

Saturday, June 1
Farmers Market
7:30 a.m. to noon
Aurora Transportation Center,  
233 N. Broadway Ave.
The Aurora Farmers Market makes its 2013 
debut and returns to the Aurora 
Transportation Center. The market features 
farm-fresh produce, cheeses, fine wines, 
baked goods, crafts, fresh flowers, food 
demonstrations, garden ornaments, knife 
sharpening and more. The downtown 
market will be held each Saturday through 
October. For more information, visit  
www.aurora-il.org. 

Saturday, June 8
Farmers Market
8 a.m. to noon
Aurora Transportation Center,  
233 N. Broadway Ave.

Electronics recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Customer Service Center,  
3770 McCoy Drive

Louche Puce Market
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Downtown Water Street Mall next to  
City Hall, 44 E. Downer Place
The outdoor European-style vintage and 
collectable market will be held in the heart 
of downtown on the second Saturday of 
each month through September. Surface 

parking is available on Water Street south 
of Downer Place. For more information on 
the market, visit Louche Puce on Facebook 
or email louchepuce@gmail.com.  

Aurora Green Fest
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Prisco Community Center,  
150 W. Illinois Ave.
This free eco-fest showcasing the latest 
environmental ideas and technology has 
something for all ages. Learn about 
community-supported agriculture, solar 
power, energy savings, green cars, recycling 
and more. Shop green at vendor booths 
and enjoy live music and demonstrations 
while your children are entertained with 
green art and nature activities. For more 
information, visit www.auroragreenfest.com. 

Saturday and Sunday,  
June 8 and 9
Aurora Paddlesports Festival 
& Art in the Park
Festival starts at 9 a.m. and Art in 
the Park is from noon to 5 p.m. 
Phillips Park, 1000 Ray Moses Drive
The Paddlesports Festival is a free two-day 
canoeing and kayaking event featuring 
plenty of activities both on water and land 
for beginners and experts alike. Patrons can 
take free boating lessons and check out 
vendor demonstrations and skill 
competitions. If you’re looking for a 
land-based alternative, you can visit the Art 
in the Park event featuring live music, an 
art sale and show, as well as refreshments 
for purchase. For more information, visit 
www.aurorapaddlesportsfestival.org and 
www.aurora-il.org. 

Keep an eye out  
for coyotes

Phillips Park Golf Course 
1001 Hill Ave., Aurora

Fox Valley Golf Club,  
2500 N. River Road, North Aurora

Call 630-256-3760 to check on course 
availability. For more info or book tee times 
this spring, visit www.aurora-il.org. 

Time to get those clubs out of the  
garage because golf season is around the 
corner. Tee off at either of our two courses: 
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at Aurora Central Catholic High School
1255 N. Edgelawn Drive, Aurora, Illinois

Questions? Call 630-907-0095
• Every Wednesday Night
• Doors open at 5pm
• Concessions open at 5:30pm
• Early Bird Game begins at 6:45pm
• Regular BINGO begins at 7pm

 

HUGE Payouts! Raffles! 
Pull-tabs! Door prizes!  

Progressive Games!

B I N G O

VNA Health Center 
Aurora 
400 N. Highland Ave.
Ph: (630) 892-4355

HOURS:
M-Th 8:00am–8:00pm
F, Sat 8:00am–4:00pm
Sun 12:00–4:00pm

No Appointment?  
No problem!
VNA offers immediate, walk-in care 7 days a week— 
From sniffles and sore throats to immunizations and pap tests. 
Sin cita? No hay problema!
VNA ofrece consultas inmediatas, los 7 dias de la semana desde  
chequeos y pruebas de Papanicolaou hasta vacunas, y resfriados.

Medicaid & Medicare  
Certified Agency
Accepting Public Aid card,  
Blue Cross/Blue Shield,  
Harmony and all PPOs
Empleados Bi-Lingues
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18th Annual  
Aurora Gardeners’ 

Plant Sale
Saturday, May 18th 8:00 a.m. to Noon

Aurora Transportation Center (Parking Lot)
233 N. Broadway, Aurora, IL 60506

• Groundcovers, Hostas and grasses
• Perennials from local gardens
• Native and Wildflowers
• Heirloom Plants
• Pond Plants & much more...

Over 40 Vendors will showcase additional plants, 
garden crafts & accessories.

If you enjoy gardening and learning about plants, 
why not join the Fox Valley Garden Club?

Memberships for the 2013-2014 planting season are 
now available.

Email: foxvalleygardenclub@yahoo.com
www.FoxValleyGardenClub.com

We MatchALL CompetitorsAdvertised PricesFamily Owned & Operated

30% OFF UP TO $10 OFF CELEBRATE OUR 15 YEAR

ANNIVERSARY
FREE

OPEN 7 DAYS

Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

ANY PURCHASE WHEN YOU
DONATE TO ST. JUDE’S

AND GNC WILL MATCH YOUR DONATION UP TO $10!

20% OFF
Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

ANY
PURCHASE

CELLUCOR WEIGHTLOSS
OR MUSCLE

GROWTH STACKS

ORGANIC COCOA RESTORE & ENERGY

One Week Supply when you
purchase any GNC Multivitamin

(while supplies last)

Why wait? Start your New Year’s Resolution today!

630-844-2576
Rt 30/Douglas • Oswego

815-436-5101
12640 S. Rt 59 (127th & 59) •Plainfield

630-553-2226
47th/Rt 34 • Yorkville

Off
di

Cards

Open 7 Days
Family Owned & Operated

We MatchALL CompetitorsAdvertised Pricesned & Operated

% OFF UP TO $10 OFF CELEBRATE OUR 15 YEAR

ANNIVERSARY
FREE

N 7 DAYS

h any other coupons or
C ard and ELDP items.

er valid in Oswego,
xpires 12/31/11. S IK.

Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

ANY PURCHASE WHEN YOU
DONATE TO ST. JUDE’S

AND GNC WILL MATCH YOUR DONATION UP TO $10!

20% OFF
Offer may not be used with any other coupons or
discounts, including Gold C ard and ELDP items.

One-time use only. Offer valid in Oswego,
Yorkville and Planfield. Expires 12/31/11. S IK.

ANY
PURCHASE

WEIGHTLOSS
USCLE
 STACKS

ORGANIC COCOA RESTORE & ENERGY

One Week Supply when you
purchase any GNC Multivitamin

(while supplies last)

it? Start your New Year’s Resolution today!

630-844-2576
30/Douglas • Oswego

815-436-5101
12640 S. Rt 59 (127th & 59) •Plainfield

630-553-2226
47th/Rt 34 • Yorkville
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Question:  How can you reach and saturate the entire Aurora marketplace?
Answer: The AURORA BOREALIS Newsletter!

Mailed Directly to over 67,000 Households
 •  Targeted Audience
 •  No waste circulation (mailed direct)

Cost Effective
 •  Affordable ad rates
 •  We will produce your (4 Color) Ad in the Aurora Borealis at NO Charge!

Extended Shelf Life and Timely..
 •  The Aurora Borealis published quarterly: is saved till the  

next issue and used as a reference tool used over, and  
over again…..

 •  Online component that is accessible 24/7

Our Next Issue:  

Summer Edition • Ad Deadline: May 17, 2013

For Further Information  
Regarding Advertising, 
Contact: Dave Anderson
Phone: 630-232-9677 Ext:119
Email: danderson@strath.com

BOREALIS

www.WestAuroraHomes.comwww.WestAuroraHomes.com
Buyers – Sellers – Investors – Short Sales – Bank Owned

When getting help with money, whether it is insurance, real estate
or investments you should always look for someone with the heart of

a teacher, not the heart of a salesman. Dave Ramsey - financial guru“
DAVE RICHERT • Re/Max Town & Country • drichert@remax.net • Office 630-966-1208 • Direct 630-906-7266

”
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Question:  “Do you have a business card?”
Answer: “Yes I do and here it is...”

ONE CARD, 67,000  
Households

“My Card”

The Aurora Borealis

Business Card  

Exchange

321 N. Lake St., Aurora, IL 60506

630-859-1122

Coupon
10%

Off Anytime

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Not valid with any other special or 

senior discount.

Best skillets in town!
Omelettes, Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Our Famous Aurora 
King Burger, Steaks, New York,  

Top Sirloin and Fridays Fried Fish.

Oktoberfest Parties
Special Occasions

Anniversaries
Birthdays

Sing-A-Longs

JERRY MAY’S
MELLO-TONES

The Happy Wanderers
One To Three Musicians

1-630-851-0375

Retirement Planning • Asset Allocation

Glenn Stears  
Financial Advisor

Iris Sagrado  
Financial Advisor

Jonathan Popp 
Financial Advisor

Jonathan Stears 
Financial Advisor

www.sagrado-stears.wrfa.com • 630-954-4611
Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC

Family Owned and Operated

630-585-5654
1040 5th Ave., Aurora IL 60505 $99

Mattresses 
Starting at

Sofas • Dinettes • Bedrooms • Bunk Beds
Queen Size Also Available



44 E. Downer Place
Aurora, IL 60507

Postal Customer

PRESORT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
AURORA, IL

PERMIT NO. 2

Mayor Thomas J. Weisner
630-256-3010 
mayorsoffice@aurora-il.org

Your Elected Officials

Aldermen’s Office  
630-256-3020
At-Large: Robert O’Connor
At-Large: Richard Irvin
Ward 1: Abby Schuler
Ward 2: Juany Garza
Ward 3: Vacant
Ward 4: Rick Lawrence
Ward 5: John “Whitey” Peters
Ward 6: Mike Saville
Ward 7: Scheketa Hart-Burns
Ward 8: Rick Mervine
Ward 9: Alan Lewandowski
Ward 10: Lynda Elmore

Aurora Borealis is published four times a year through 
the City of Aurora’s Public Information Division. 
Address correspondence to:
Newsletter Editor - City of Aurora
44 E. Downer Place
Aurora, IL  60507-2067
or publicinfo@aurora-il.org
City Web site: www.aurora-il.org
Aurora Community Television: Comcast Channel 10
or AT&T U-Verse Channel 99

As the weather warms up, thoughts 
naturally turn to spending time outdoors. 
However, nothing puts a damper on spring 
and summer activities like loud noise from 
car stereos, raucous parties or rowdy people.

In 1994, the City passed a 
comprehensive ordinance 
designed to quell the 
thousands of complaints 
received each year by 
Aurora Police dealing with 
loud noise and give a big 
boost to the quality of life 
in neighborhoods citywide.

The ordinance allows 
police officers to fine 
violators  based on the  
circumstances of each call. 
Factors include but are not limited to the 
time of day the noise is occurring, and the 
type and duration of the noise.

“We take noise complaints very seriously 
and the offenders need to respect their 
neighbors by turning down the noise 

voluntarily,” said Police Chief Greg Thomas.

Aurora Police have written citations to 
hundreds of motorists and homeowners 
since the ordinance was enacted. Officers 
regularly receive positive feedback from 

satisfied neighbors for 
their efforts.

Still in all, police urge 
neighbors to work together 
on noise problems before 
calling the police. Many 
times neighbors simply 
talking with each other 
in a non-confrontational 
manner brings quiet to a 
neighborhood.

When that doesn’t work, 
complaints of loud noise 

should be directed to the Aurora Police 
Department’s non-emergency telephone 
number at 630-256-5000. The City’s noise 
ordinance can be reviewed by clicking  
on the Police Department tab at  
www.aurora-il.org.

Be a good neighbor and turn down the volume

?

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
You can be notified of 
emergency situations 
or critical community 
alerts by signing up for 
Code Red, the City of 
Aurora’s telephone 
notification system. 
Registering is easy via 
the City’s website at 
www.aurora-il.org  
or call our Customer 
Service Center at  
630-256-INFO to be 
added to the list.


