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vision that began six years ago to highlight the Fox 
River as downtown’s major catalyst for attracting 
residents, businesses, and development, is coming 

into clearer focus with the opening of the RiverEdge Park 
Music Garden and John C. Dunham Pavilion.

“The opening of RiverEdge Park’s Music Garden ushers in 
a new and exciting era of culture, music and celebration for 
Aurora that will be enjoyed by families across the entire 
Chicago region,” said Mayor Tom Weisner. “This world-
class facility is destined to become a source of community 
pride, and will serve as an economic catalyst for the future 
growth of downtown Aurora for years to come.” 

Inspired by outdoor entertainment facilities like Chicago’s 
Millennium Park and Northerly Island, and Milwaukee’s 
Summerfest, the RiverEdge Park Music Garden debuts 
over Father’s Day weekend with the 17th annual Blues 
on the Fox festival. Throughout the summer, it will stage 
major concerts, regional acts, and the City’s best musical 
talent including the Downtown Alive! concert series and 
Independence Day festivities and fireworks.  

RiverEdge Park boasts state-of-the-art acoustics, flexible 
seating allowing for up to 2,500 seats in front of the stage, 
general admission for 6,000-8,000 people, plus a rooftop 
deck that can host 300 VIPs. 

The City has partnered with the Aurora Civic Center 
Authority (ACCA), which manages the historic Paramount 
Theatre, to oversee the daily operations and programming 
schedule of the Music Garden. During the past two years, 
ACCA has been responsible for Downtown Alive! and 
looks to build on its success at this exciting new venue.

The City used the park project to revitalize former industrial 
property and cleanup the banks of the Fox River. Aurora 
secured $15 million in grant money to use toward the 
venture, including $8 million from the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity – River Edge 
Revitalization Zone program, $3 million from the Fox 
Valley Park District and $2 million from the Dunham Fund. 
An additional $2 million grant from the Kane County 
Forest Preserve District will be earmarked toward the future 
pedestrian bridge that will cross the Fox River.

For more information, and a complete list of scheduled 
events, visit the park’s website at www.riveredgeaurora.
com.

The wait is over!  
RiverEdge Park opens June 14

A
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FIESTAS PATRIAS  
AURORA!

Sept. 14 & 15

AMPED UP ADVENTURE RACE!
June 16

PUERTO RICAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL!
July 27 & 28

DISNEY’S BRIDGIT MENDLER!
August 28

JOAN SEBASTIAN &  
RAMON AYALA!
Sept. 13

COLOR VIBE 5K RACE!
July 6

… AND SO MUCH MORE!
www.riveredgeaurora.com 

A SUMMER OF FUN  
AT RIVEREDGE PARK!
In addition to the Blues on the Fox Weekend 
and the Downtown Alive series throughout the 
summer, RiverEdge Park will also feature:



Dear neighbor, 

It’s shaping up to be the most exciting 
summer Aurora has ever seen, with the 
opening of a new, outdoor entertainment 
venue and a jam-packed schedule of 
family events in our beautiful downtown, 
and elsewhere throughout our city.

The Celebration of Summer begins 
with the opening of Aurora’s newest 
riverfront attraction, RiverEdge Park.  
This permanent music venue is located 
on Rt.25 with the convenient Metra Train 
Station (ATC) just across the street and 
the meandering Fox River bordering its 
west side. Popular Blues on the Fox will 
christen the park on Friday, June 14 and 
Saturday, June 15, presenting the likes of 
Buddy Guy, Dr. John, Robert Randolph 
and the Family Band, and others. 

Classic Rockers (Peter Frampton), 
Country Singers (Loretta Lynn and 
Randy Travis); Classical Artists (Fox 
Valley Orchestra); Broadway (Idina 
Menzel); Tribute Bands -- Full Moon 
Fever (Tom Petty), Get the Led Out (Led 
Zeppelin); and Mexican super-celebs, 
Joan Sabastian and Ramon Ayala, will be 
among the Stars who grace the high-tech 
stage throughout the summer and into 
September.  The construction costs of the 
park have already been covered by grants 
from The Dunham Fund, State of Illinois, 
and Fox Valley Park District.

Our top-notch, annual 4th of July 
Fireworks celebration will return to the 
downtown riverfront, this year, for the 
first time in a decade. There will be three 
main viewing areas: the new RiverEdge 
Park,  McCollough Park, and Wilder 
Park. (See the back page for details.)    

Arts and Entertainment Growing in 
Aurora’s Downtown
The huge success of the Paramount 
Theater and the June opening of 
RiverEdge Park may be just the beginning 

of the arts and entertainment expansion in 
our downtown. Gorman and Company, a 
nationally renowned urban redeveloper, 
has a contract to purchase the two 
historic buildings that, until recently, 
served as Waubonsee Community 
College’s downtown campus. Gorman 
hopes to convert these buildings into 
Artists Live-Work Lofts, a concept they 
have succeeded at, elsewhere. And a 
Batavia-based developer is seeking a re-
development deal with the City of Aurora 
to transform the former Elks Building 
(Benton St. and Stolp Ave.), a beautiful 
and unique structure built in the 1920s 
in Mayan Revival architectural style. 
The developer envisions multiple arts 
and entertainment uses for the building. 
And look for Aliano’s Ristorante for 
fine Italian dining on New York Street’s 
Restaurant Row in late 2013 or early 
2014.

New Downtown Library
In another boon for the arts in the 
downtown, a new Aurora Public 
Library is now under construction at the 
corner of River and Benton Streets. The 
library, made possible by a $10.8 million 
grant from the office of Jesse White, 
Illinois’ Secretary of State and Chief 
Librarian, will be largely technology-
driven and will be accessible on-line from 
Aurora schools and homes.

I hope you and yours can participate in all 
the family-friendly activities that Aurora 
has to offer this summer. After all, we’re 
doing it all for you!

Best Wishes, 

Mayor Tom Weisner 

From the Mayor’s Desk

Aurora is ready  
for prime time!

Aurora offers more family fun than ever 
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The Greater Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the annual State of the City Address 
on March 21. Before a capacity crowd of 
over 400 elected officials, business and civic 
leaders, Mayor Tom Weisner reviewed the 
accomplishments of 2012 and previewed 
some of the exciting initiatives for 2013. 
With the theme “Ready for Primetime”, 
some of highlights of the State of the City 
Address included:

•	 Zero homicides in 2012 and violent  
 crime  rates that have decreased 40%  
 in the last 5 years – and 9% in 2012  
 alone!

•	 $126 million dollars invested by Aurora  
 businesses and 800 new jobs brought  
 into the city! 

•	 The $3.8 million dollars in TIF assistance  
 approved by the City Council that  
 brought another $27 million in private  
 investment and will generate nearly  
 300 more jobs! 

•	 The $8 million in property tax revenue  
 generated in 2012 by TIF #2 (Chicago  
 Premium Outlet Mall) that was only  
 generating $25,000 annually in 1989-  a  
 32,000% increase! 

•	 The $1 million Gigabit Challenge Grant  
 that Governor Pat Quinn presented  
 during his visit to Aurora that will help  
 provide schools, libraries, and  
 healthcare facilities connectivity to  
 City’s fiber optic network! 

•	 The $10.8 million dollar Library  
 Construction Grant that Illinois Secretary  
 of State Jesse White presented during  
 his visit to Aurora for the construction  
 of the  new Aurora Public Library! 

•	 The $15 million in construction costs  
 covered by the State of Illinois, the Fox  
 Valley Park District, the Dunham Fund,  
 and the Kane County Forest Preserve  
 that will allow for the Grand Opening of   
 Aurora’s  RiverEdge Park!

These are just the tip of the iceberg of what 
has happened and what is to come. Watch 
the 2013 State of the City Address by visiting 
the City’s website at www.aurora-il.org and 
clicking on the ‘Mayor’s Office’ tab.
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It started on April 2, 1912, and it hasn’t stopped since— 
it has only grown bigger, better, and more vibrant.

Aurora’s Farmers Market is the oldest, continually 
running market in Illinois. Anyone who has ever 
shopped at the market knows that it is the place 
for the freshest locally-grown produce, farm 
fresh preservatives, old world breads, a very diverse 
selection of handcrafted products, and so much more.

This year, the downtown market is returning to the Aurora 
Transportation Center, 233 N. Broadway Av., where it will be staged 
every Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon through Oct. 19.  Those who 
live closer to the Far West and Far East sides of town can also enjoy 
Aurora’s mid-week Farmers Markets beginning in July. Aurora’s 
Farmers Market West will be held Wednesdays from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
West Aurora Plaza, 1901 W. Galena Blvd., from July 10 to Sept. 11.  
The East side market will be from 1 to 6 p.m. every Thursday at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church, 701 S. Eola Rd., from July 11 to Aug. 29.

While all three markets are known for delectable 
produce, they have also gained the reputations of 

being fun, exciting places to gather and socialize. 
They offer food demonstrations, free knife 
sharpening, and delicious snacks from tamales 
to gourmet coffee. To assure the availability of 

healthy fruits and vegetables to everyone, the three 
markets also accept LINK cards.

Aurora area community groups are invited to promote their 
organizations, conduct fund raisers, and get the word out about 
the special projects they are working on by hosting The Community  
Table at the Farmers Market. With thousands of visitors to the 
markets, The Community Table offers a great opportunity to 
introduce the many wonderful non-profit organizations in Aurora.  
Information is available by email at farmersmarket@aurora-il.org.

Complete details on all three Farmers Markets are on the City’s 
website at www.aurora-il.org or by calling (630) 256-INFO (4636).

Aurora’s Farmers Market-101 years of freshness

Of all the recent exciting additions to downtown including RiverEdge 
Park, the new Downer Place bridges and many others, residents and 
business owners are just as thrilled about something taken out of 
downtown--- parking meters.

Gone are the hundreds of meters that have been in existence since 
1948. They’ve been replaced by a color coded system for on-street 
and surface lot parking that carry different time limits where visitors 
and residents can park their vehicles at no charge (see graphic on 
right). The new parking plan is designed to assure more equitable 
parking opportunities for businesses and patrons and allows them 
to choose their most convenient option depending on the time they 
spend downtown.

On-Street parking is enforced from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday to Friday 
and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays.  Parking lots are monitored from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday.  

Those who live, work, or frequently visit downtown Aurora are 
encouraged to take advantage of the City’s parking permit program 
which allows all day parking in parking lots of a person’s choice.

Complete information on the new parking plan can be found on 
the City’s website at www.aurora-il.org or by calling the Customer 
Service Division at (630) 256-INFO (4636).

Parking Meters now part of downtown Aurora’s history

Platinum 90 Minutes

2 Hours 2 Hours

NA

2 Hours

3 Hours

3 Hours

6 Hours

10 Hours5 Hours

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Mercury

Color
Category

On-Street
Time Limit

Parking Lot
Time Limit

Know Your Color!

No LawnWatering is Allowed on July 31 or August 31

More info on the City’s amended Water Conservation Ordinance 
can be found at www.aurora-il.org

Aurora’s Amended Water Conservation Ordinance
Help Protect and Preserve Our Most Precious Resource

Residents with an odd last digit in their street 
address are permitted to water lawns on odd 
calendar days; and the same rule applies for even 
addresses on even calendar days

The City of Aurora permits lawn watering between 6 to 9 a.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. on proper days
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The 2013 Inauguration Ceremony was held on May 7 at 
the historic Paramount Theatre with over 400 people in 
attendance.

Judge Judith Brawka, Chief Judge of the Sixteenth Judicial 
Circuit Court, administered the Oath of Office to seven 
members of the Aurora City Council and Mayor Thomas J. 
Weisner. 

Returning aldermen to seats on the  Council include Alderman-
at-Large Bob O’Connor, 7th Ward Alderman Scheketa Hart-
Burns, and 2nd Ward Alderman Juany Garza. 

The City of Aurora welcomed four new aldermen including Ted 
Mesiacos, 3rd Ward, Bill Donnell, 4th Ward, Edward  Bugg, 9th 
Ward and Lynne Johnson, 10th Ward. 

The ceremony included a Presentation of Colors by the East 
Aurora High School Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
and performances by the Metea Valley High School Varsity 
Singers. 

Inauguration ushers in new Aurora City Council

Breaking down your tax bill

Front Row (l to r): Alderman-at-Large Bob O’Connor, Mayor Tom Weisner, 
Alderman-at-Large Richard Irvin

Top Row (l to r): Alderman Abby Schuler (Ward 1), Alderman Juany Garza (Ward 
2), Alderman Ted Mesiacos (Ward 3), Alderman Bill Donnell (Ward 4), Alder-
man John “Whitey” Peters (Ward 5), Alderman Mike Saville (Ward 6), Alderman 
Scheketa Hart-Burns (Ward 7), Alderman Rick Mervine (Ward 8), Alderman 
Edward Bugg (Ward 9), Alderman Lynne Johnson (Ward 10)

School District – 60.0%

City of Aurora – 19.3%

Fox Valley Park 
District – 5.7%

Community 
College – 4.5%

County – 3.8%

Aurora Public 
Library – 2.7%

Forest Preserve – 2.1%

Township – 1.9%

*Given Aurora is located in four counties, six public school districts and two 
community colleges, averages are shown to provide a general overview 
of the tax bill breakdown. Actual percentages will vary slightly depending 
where you live.

Key points to note
After receiving your tax bill in the mail 
this spring, the chart illustrates the 
percentage breakdown of where your 
tax money goes to on an annual basis. 
When you look at your tax bill, you 
should know:

 ; More than half your taxes are paid to  
 your public school district.

 ; On average, across the City only  
 $2.00 of every $10.00 goes to the  
 City of Aurora. 

 ; On average, City property taxes have  
 declined 2.1% percent since 2007.

 ; Taxes have now been rolled back to  
 the same levels there were at in  
 2005.

 ; Your property taxes may be  
 impacted by any change in  
 valuation as determined by your  
 local Township Assessor. 
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International  
spotlight shines on 
Aurora crime plunge
As Chief of Police of Illinois’ second largest City, Greg Thomas 
has a tough job.

That job was even more demanding during the first 8 weeks of 2013 
when he was besieged with interview requests from Chicago media 
to discuss Aurora’s first murder-free year in over six decades.

For Chief Thomas and Mayor Tom Weisner, a request and 
subsequent story published by Bloomberg News was especially 
substantial as it cast Aurora on an international stage.  

Both the Chief and Mayor credited the drop to the work of Aurora 
Police officers teaming with law enforcement agencies at every level 
along with strong community outreach involving neighborhood 
and youth groups.

The February 14 story can be accessed at Bloomberg’s website: 
www.bloomberg.com.

Aurora’s final 2012 crime stats showed drops in both violent and 
property crimes as well as an all-time low in confirmed firearm 
discharges.

“While the City is proud of finishing 2012 without a single murder, 
these statistics illustrate an even more impressive picture of the 
progress we have made against all major crime,” said Mayor 
Weisner.

Aside from the murder-free year, robberies and aggravated 
batteries fell 13.79% and 10.34% respectively.  Confirmed firearm 
discharges were down 1.7% in 2012 to 59, the lowest number since 
1996 when Aurora Police first began keeping those statistics and 
357 were reported. Criminal sexual assaults were the only violent 
crime that increased last year by seven incidents, or 12.07%.

Decreases in three of four property crime categories led to a 
property crime reduction of 6.43%.  Thefts decreased 8.94%, 
motor vehicle thefts by 5.97%, and burglaries by 0.32%.  Arsons 
increased by nine over 2011 or 45%.

Long-term crime trends as measured by the City’s crime rate per 
100,000 population continued to plummet in all of the major crime 
categories.  Violent crime is down 39.06% over 5 years, 45.72% 
over 10 years, and 68.39% over 20 years.  Over the same periods, 
property crime is down 27.27%, 47.76%, and 66.76%.  Overall 
crime is down in Aurora by 29.12% since 2007; 47.50% since 2002; 
and 66.99% since 1992.

Final 2012 Crime Stats Released

Officers honored  
for heroic acts

Seven Aurora 
Police officers 
received Medals 
of Valor during a 
ceremony in May 
for helping save 
the life of 14 year 
old Annie Prosser 
who was trapped 
in a vehicle that 

had crashed into a Far East side retention pond.

Special Operations Investigators Greg Christoffel, Ed Doepel, 
Nick Gartner, Jeff Hahn, Erik Swastek, Josh Sullivan, and 
Officer Chris Coronado each received the department’s 
highest honor, which recognizes officers who demonstrate 
outstanding acts of bravery and heroism performed in the line 
of duty which puts their own lives at extreme personal risk.

Aurora Firefighters Brett Svedsen, Dan Ahasic, Dan Kveton, 
Tom Contreras, Jerry White and Lt. Kris Tappendorf were also 
recognized for their efforts at the ceremony and will receive 
formal awards in October.

Speaking of heroics, Detectives John Munn and Darrell Moore 
were named both the Aurora Police Department’s 2012 Co-
Employees of the Year and the Exchange Club of Aurora’s 
Police Officers of the Year. They were honored for their efforts 
last year that led to a former Aurora man being freed from 
prison after it was discovered that he had not been involved in 
a murder for which he had been convicted in 2002. 

City of Aurora  
20 Year Crime Trend
Total Crimes Per 100,000 Population
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Aurora comes alive in SUMMER 2013!

Friday, June 14
Blues on the Fox
7 p.m. 
RiverEdge Park, 360 N. Broadway Ave.
The 17th annual Blues on the Fox summer 
concert series will be one of a kind as it 
marks the grand opening of RiverEdge 
Park. JJ Grey & Mofro will open the evening 
followed by headliner Dr. John, who has 
garnered six Grammy nominations and is a 
Rock-and-Roll Hall of Famer. One-Day and 
Two-Day passes are available to the 
festival. For more information on Blues on 
the Fox, visit www.riveredgeaurora.com. 

Saturday, June  15
Aurora’s Farmers Market
8 a.m. to Noon
Aurora Transportation Center,  
233 N. Broadway Ave.
“Eat Fresh, Buy Local & Be well!”  Aurora’s 
Farmers Market, Illinois’ oldest market, is 
bigger, better, and more vibrant the ever 
with over 50 vendors selling local fresh 
produce, artisanal breads, cheeses and oils, 
organic local honey and more. Healthy 
living initiatives and live music are offered 
each week. The downtown market runs 
every Saturday through Oct. 19. For more 
information, visit www.aurora-il.org.  

Blues on the Fox
3 p.m. 
RiverEdge Park, 360 N. Broadway Ave. 
Blues on the Fox returns for a second day 
with a huge lineup headlined by blues 
legend Buddy Guy. Other artists scheduled 
to perform are The Stone Foxes, Tommy 
Castro & the Painkillers and Robert 
Randolph & the Family Band. For a 
complete Blues on the Fox schedule or for 
more information, visit  
www.riveredgeaurora.com. 

Saturday, June 22
Electronics Recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Central Garage Facility,  
720 N. Broadway Ave.
Take advantage of the free electronics 

Downer Place, then west on Downer and 
conclude at River St.  The parade is 
presented by the City of Aurora in 
partnership with Roosevelt-Aurora 
American Legion Post 84. For more 
information, visit the City’s website at  
www.aurora-il.org. 

Fourth of July  
Fireworks Celebration
5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Downtown Aurora
This year’s July 4th Fireworks Celebration is 
bigger and better than ever with free family 
activities, great local food, live music, and a 
huge fireworks extravaganza all at three 
new locations: RiverEdge Park, 360 N. 
Broadway Av.; Wilder Promenade, 350 N. 
River St.; and McCullough Park, Illinois Ave. 
at Lake St. The evening culminates with the 
area’s most dynamic fireworks display, 
simulcast to music, at 9:30 p.m. For more 
information, see Page 16 or visit the City’s 
website at www.aurora-il.org.

Saturday, July 6
Movies in the Park
Dolphin Tale
8 p.m. 
Phillips Park, 1000 Ray Moses Drive
Pre-event activities begin at 8 p.m. and the 
featured presentation starts around 9 p.m. 
For more information on the free event, 
visit www.aurora-il.org.  

Wednesday, July 10
Aurora’s Farmers Market 
West
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
West Plaza Shopping Center,  
1901 W. Galena Blvd.
Aurora residents have a mid-week option to 
select the freshest produce every 
Wednesday through Sept. 11. For more 
information, see the story on Page 5 or visit 
the City’s website at www.aurora-il.org. 

Thursday, July 11
Aurora’s Farmers Market East
1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Our Lady of Mercy Church, 701 S. Eola Rd. 
(Next to the Eola Center)
The Farmers Market on the City’s Far East 

recycling program, this time in downtown 
Aurora. For a complete list of accepted 
items and future collection dates, call 
630-256-INFO or visit the City’s website at 
www.aurora-il.org. Residents with ground-
level floors also can schedule a front-door 
collection appointment (maximum 10 
items) by calling the City’s vendor, Vintage 
Tech Recyclers, at 630-305-0922.

Movies in the Park
Rise of the Guardians
8 p.m. 
Phillips Park, 1000 Ray Moses Drive
There is nothing like watching free 
Hollywood hit movies outdoors at 
spectacular Phillips Park. Pre-event 
activities begin at 8 p.m. and the featured 
presentation starts around 9 p.m. For more 
information visit www.aurora-il.org.  

Friday, June 28
Downtown Alive!   
Concert Series
American English and 97Nine
7 p.m.
RiverEdge Park, 360 N. Broadway
The shores of the Fox River will be rocking 
with tunes from the 1960’s to today with 
headliner American English and 97Nine, the 
premier classic rock cover band in the 
Midwest. Whether you grew up with the 
Fab 4 or not, American English is the closest 
you will ever get to reliving the Beatles. 
97Nine is known for classic arena rock with 
infectious energy and passion. All tickets 
are $5. Visit www.riveredgeaurora.com for 
details.

JUNE

July
Thursday, July 4
Independence Day Parade 
10:00 a.m.
Pre Parade Ceremony - 9:15 a.m.
Downtown Aurora
A patriotic ceremony will kick-off the 
festivities outside the Paramount Theatre, 
23 E. Galena Blvd., before the parade steps 
off at 10 a.m. from Benton and River 
streets. The parade will march east to 
Broadway Avenue, north to Galena 
Boulevard, west to Stolp Avenue, south to 
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side returns at a new location. It will be 
held on Thursday afternoons through Aug. 
29. For more information, see the story on 
Page 5 or visit the City’s website at  
www.aurora-il.org. 

Saturday, July 13
Electronics Recycling
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Customer Service Center,  
3770 McCoy Drive
Need to get rid of old electronics? No 
problem. The City offers twice monthly 
collection sites for you to conveniently 
dispose of unwanted electronics, this time 
on the Far East side. For a complete list of 
accepted items and future collection 
dates, call 630-256-INFO or visit the City’s 
website at www.aurora-il.org.  

Louche Puce Market
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Downtown Water Street Mall next to  
City Hall, 44 E. Downer Place
The outdoor European-style vintage and 
collectable market is held in the heart of 
downtown on the second Saturday of each 
month through September. See a wide 
variety of glassware, furniture, re-
purposed objects, architectural salvage, 
and much more. For more information on 
the market, contact Jeannie Norris at 
louchepuce@gmail.com. 

Saturday, July 20
Movies in the Park
Wreck-it Ralph
8 p.m. 
Phillips Park, 1000 Ray Moses Drive
Pre-event activities begin at 8 p.m. and the 
featured presentation starts around 9 p.m. 
For more information on the free event, 
visit www.aurora-il.org.  

Saturday, July 27 
42nd Annual Aurora  
Puerto Rican Heritage 
Festival
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
RiverEdge Park, 360 N. Broadway Ave.
A fun-filled weekend of music, culture and 
food, the festival is a celebration of Puerto 
Rican heritage for the whole family.  
Admission is $2 for adults, $1 for students, 
and free for seniors and children under 5. 
For information, visit www.auroraprcc.org.

Sunday, July 28
42nd Annual Aurora  
Puerto Rican Heritage 
Festival Parade
12 Noon
Downtown Aurora
The Puerto Rican Heritage Festival Parade 
is the central focus of the two-day festival.  
It will step off from Benton and Water 
Streets, march east to Broadway Avenue, 
north to Downer Place, and end at River 
Street.  After the parade, the festival 
continues until 9 p.m. at RiverEdge Park. 

Tear out and save!

Saturday, August 3
Movies in the Park
The Avengers
8 p.m. 
Phillips Park, 1000 Ray Moses Drive
Pre-event activities begin at 8 p.m. and the 
featured presentation starts around 9 p.m. 
For more information on the free event, 
visit www.aurora-il.org.  

Friday, Aug. 23
Downtown Alive!   
Concert Series
Full Moon Fever -  
A Tribute to Tom Petty  
& the Heartbreakers
7 p.m.
RiverEdge Park, 360 N. Broadway Ave.
They’re the best Tom Petty tribute band 
there is, and they’re coming to RiverEdge 
Park. With bang-on sound and the same 
raw energy you experience at a live Petty 
concert, these guys rock! They’ve packed 
concerts across the U.S. and Canada with all 
the coolest Petty hits you love like American 
Girl, Don’t Do Me Like That, Free Falling, 
and more. Tickets are $5.

Friday, Aug. 30
Downtown Alive!   
Concert Series
Get the LED Out -  
The American Led Zeppelin 
8 p.m.
RiverEdge Park, 360 N. Broadway Ave.
Relive the days of Paige, Plant, Bonham, 
and Jones with Get the LED Out: The 

august

American Led Zeppelin, one of the 
greatest Zeppelin bands in the nation. 
Admission is $8. For more information, 
visit www.riveredgeaurora.com.

Saturday, Aug. 31
Alley Art Festival
Noon to 5 p.m.
Downtown Water Street Mall next to 
City Hall, 44E. Downer Place
A fun, free community art festival where 
patrons can enjoy art, music, crafts, a 
children’s tent, food and more. For more 
information, visit the Alley Art Festival on 
Facebook.

Free Family 
Entertainment!
Watch Hollywood-hit movies  
on the big screen from your  

lawn chair or blanket in  
beautiful Phillips Park.

June 22  
“Rise of the Guardians” (PG)

July 6  
“Dolphin Tale” (PG)

July 20  
“Wreck-It-Ralph”  (PG)

August 3 
 “The Avengers” (PG-13)

Pre-event activities start at 8 p.m. 
and movies start around 9 p.m. 

Concessions are available.  
Don’t forget your bug spray!  
For weather updates or more 
info, visit www.aurora-il.org. 

MOVIES
in the park
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In 2012, Aurora received recognition as a Best Practice Community 
three times from the International Code Council! Aurora received 
the recognition more than any other municipality throughout the 
nation! 

The International Code Council is a member-focused association. 
It is dedicated to developing model codes and standards used 
in the design, build and compliance process to construct safe, 
sustainable, affordable and resilient structures.

Illinois’ second city ranks at top of charts throughout the country! 
Aurora has recently been the recipient of a number of national 
awards and recognitions:

Top 5 Green Communities 
In America
The United State Environment Protection 
Agency (EPA) hosts a national, year-long 
campaign to encourage communities 
coast-to-coast to use renewable energy 
and fight climate change. As part of the 
campaign, communities compete to see which one achieves the 
highest green power percentage of total electricity use and which 
one uses the most green power.  Throughout the country in 2012:

•	 Aurora ranks #4 in the United States with 34% of Green Power  
 Total Electricity Use

•	 Aurora ranks #5 in the United States with 490,975,000 kWh  
 Annual Green Power Usage (kWh)

Phillips Park Golf Course is 
one of only six courses in the 
country to receive the Design 
Excellence Award from the 
American Society of Golf 
Course Architects (ASGCA).  
The Design Excellence 
Award shines a light on the 
innovation and problem-
solving skills required of 
today’s golf course design. 

The ASGCA states that “The 
renovation of Phillips Park Golf Course provides new life to an 
80-year-old facility and serves the community by providing an 
improved, modernized, and fun experience to golfers of all ages 
and abilities.” 

ASGCA Officials present award to Phillips 
Park Golf Course management

“A” is for awards! 

National Design Excellence Award

Best Practices Community Award

The school bells recently tolled to close the year 
and before we know it, they will chime once again 
to open the 2013-2014 school year. The first days 
of school for Aurora students are:

SCHOOL DISTRICTS:

Batavia School District 101 Tuesday, August 20
East Aurora School District 131            Wednesday, August 21
Indian Prairie School District 204  Thursday, August 22
Kaneland School District 302                   Wednesday, August 21
Oswego School District 308 Monday, August 19
West Aurora School District 129           Wednesday, August 21

ADDITIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS:

Aurora Central High School Wednesday, August 21 
Aurora Christian Schools Wednesday, August 21
Illinois Math and Science Academy Monday, August 19
Marmion Academy Monday, August 19
Rosary High School Wednesday, August 21

The School Bells Ring Again

Senior Focus: 
Utility Rebate Applications

Senior citizens and disabled residents are eligible for rebates 
on their utility taxes paid on gas and electrical service.

Eligible residents can apply for the standard rebate of $25 for the 
municipal gas use tax and $25 for the municipal electricity tax by 
filling out an application and supplying a copy of their December 
2012 bill(s). Rebate forms were mailed to residents in March but 
can also be found on the City’s website at www.aurora-il.org.

In order to receive more than the standard rebate, residents have 
to prove they paid more than $25 for either the municipal gas use 
tax or municipal electricity tax. Residents applying for more than 
the standard rebate must include copies of all 12 electricity and/or 
gas bills from 2012.

To be eligible:

•	 A resident must be 65 or older by Jan. 1, 2012 or possess an  
 Illinois Disabled Persons Identification Card;

•	 Have lived in an Aurora residence and paid the municipal taxes  
 for the entire 2012 calendar year.

•	 Have their name listed on the utility bill.

Rebate applications and supporting documentation should be filed 
by December 2, 2013, to the City of Aurora Finance Dept., City Hall, 
44 E. Downer Pl., Aurora, IL 60507.

More information on the program is available by calling 630-256-
3510 or by visiting the City website.
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Where can you go to discover your shadow, 
investigate the inside of a two-story 
tornado, launch a hot air balloon and so 
much more? Just stroll down West Benton 
Street past the Aurora Public Library and 
you will find a rustic brick building sitting 
on the beautiful Fox River. Originally the 
home of the City’s Post Office that opened 
in 1931, it has for the past 25 years housed 
the SciTech Hands-On Museum.

SciTech was founded in 1987 by Dr. Ernest 
Malamud, a senior scientist at Fermilab with 
help from other scientists and engineers 
from various industries. It was their belief 
that each generation of scientists has a duty 
to inspire their successors. 

Today, SciTech is a cultural and educational 
treasure in Aurora, reaching over 75,000 
people a year and offering more than 200 
hands-on exhibits including a wide variety 
of educational programs. You can book 
field trips, birthday parties, overnight 
adventures, and discover the spectacular 
outdoor science park (weather permitting). 
Stop in the Discovery Store on your next 
visit and explore fun and educational 
science toys. 

SciTech offers the only S.T.E.M. (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
Preschool and Kindergarten housed in a 

SciTech Hands-On Museum:  
Aurora’s best-kept secret on the river

Thanks to 40,000+ votes 
from Aurora residents and 
supporters, the City of Lights 
was deemed the 2013 Best in 
the Burbs Suburban Madness 
Champion by the Eric and 
Kathy Morning Show on– 
101.9 FM, The Mix! The 
annual competition matches 16 
suburbs in a bracket competition to compete for the most text and 
computer votes. Aurora battled through the rounds and clinched the stop spot 
from Lemont, IL. 

Held at the Paramount Theatre, the Best in the Burbs Trophy presentation brought 
radio personalities from the top rated Chicago radio show to our city. They were 
welcomed with a police escort, the East Aurora NJROTC Rifle Team and Drill Team 
and the West Aurora Band, Cheerleaders, and Dance Team. 

Best in the burbs

Students from East Aurora and West Aurora celebrate with Mayor Weisner

Melissa from the Eric & Kathy Morning Show greets the Aurora crowd

museum. It features monthly science themes 
including chemistry, biology, geology, and 
the scientific method. There are weekly 
library visits, educational computer time, 
and Zoophonics. The students participate 
in Spanish and American Sign Language 
lessons, music and art appreciation, 
museum time, and other activities. Spaces 
are limited, so register now for the fall 
semester. 

If you are looking for fun summer activities, 
don’t forget about SciTech’s week-long 
Science Adventure Camps. Youngsters 
explore topics that include Totally 
Ballistics, CSI: Crime Scene Investigator, 
Fun with Chemistry, and Lego Robotics. 
The camps run from June 24 to August 2. 
You can get all the information online and 
register at www.scitechmuseum.org or call 
630-859-3434 x 214. 

If you have not experienced this amazing 
museum, come join us for “SciTastic” fun!

The 55-gallon 
plastic containers 
are designed to 
be connected to 
rooftop gutters 
to collect water, 
which can then 
be used to fill 
watering cans or 
buckets.  Benefits 
of using a rain 
barrel to store rain 
water include:

•	 Reducing the  
 amount of  
 storm-water runoff and pollutants that  
 are picked up and carried to storm sewers,  
 creeks and the Fox River.

•	 Conserving water used from underground  
 aquifers.

•	 Hydrating plants and gardens better  
 because the naturally soft water is devoid  
 of minerals, chlorine, fluoride and other  
 chemicals.

The rain barrels, which come in four different 
colors of black, gray, blue, or terra cotta, can 
be purchased by Aurora residents for $58.50 
(+ tax) by ordering online at www.upcycle-
products.com and choosing the Aurora order 
form; or by calling 630-553-0687, ext. 302.  

Purchase your rain 
barrel today!
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On May 1, hundreds gathered for the highly-anticipated 
groundbreaking ceremony for the new Aurora Public Library. From 
pre-school students to senior citizens who have been patrons of the 
library for over 50 years, the crowd cheered and counted down as 
the shovels went into the ground!

Located on the corner of River and Benton Streets, the new $28 
million dollar, 92,000 square foot main library will be a state-of-the-
art technological and educational epicenter for Aurora. 

Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White recently visited Aurora to 
present a $10.8 million check from the Public Library Construction 
Act grant that will be applied to the total costs of construction.  

Secretary of State Jesse White 
presents check to library officials.

Come grow with us

Rendering of the new state-of-the-art public library Officials break ground (l to r) Alderman John “Whitey” 
Peters, President of the Library Board John Savage, 
Congressman Bill Foster, Library Executive Director Eva 
Luckinbill, Mayor Tom Weisner, Alderman Mike Saville

Expected to open in late 2014 or early 2015, the 
new library will include such amenities as:

•	 80 public internet access computers 

•	 20 small and large group study spaces

•	 6 public meeting program rooms

•	 2 quiet reading rooms

•	 A specialized meeting space for teens

•	 State-of-the-art technology at the main branch and  
 technological improvements at the satellite branches
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LOWERED 
TUITION

WeFACT:

and LOCKED IT in.

To learn all the facts about how 
we make higher education a 
successful investment for our 
students, visit rasmussen.edu

AURORA/NAPERVILLE 
CAMPUS » 630-888-3500

*Tuition rate is locked in for continuously enrolled students.
Tuition reduction varies by program and state.

Retirement Planning • Asset Allocation

www.sagrado-stears.wrfa.com • 630-954-4611
Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC

Live AmericAn
Prisoner of War

Sgt. Bowe BergdAhL
Would you get involved if he was your family?

Call (202) 224-3521
and leave a messgae for your Congressman and Senator.

www.rollingthunderil1.com

Captured  
June 30th, 2009



We provide the 
following services for all 
age groups at Fox Valley 
Immediate Care:

MedCom Center
3535 E. New York Street, Aurora IL 60504

www.laplantfootclinic.com

Ginger Michels, L.Ac. Dipl. O.M., MSTOM
Board Certified Herbalist

A Touch of Ginger LLC - A place of healing and health
www.atouchofginger.com

(630) 712-4997

Dental Braces (standard and invisible)
Dental Implants, Gum Disease Treatment

At Aurora Orthodontics and PerŠ dontics, we strive to provide you 
with the most affordable, yet the best result at the end of treat-
ment.  And we back it up with Board Certified Specialists that have 
reached the highest standard 
of care in our fields.
We offer affordable treatment 
optŠ ns with easy financing, 
which include flexible, no-
interest payment programs 
and famÕ y discounts. Our 
practice accepts most major 
credit cards and most insur-
ance plans, including “all kids” 
program for braces.

630-336-1652 www.auroraorthoperŠ .com

•  Pain Reduction / Elimination
•  Autoimmune Diseases
•  Gynecological Problems
•  Children’s Health Issues

And, so much more.  Call today to learn how Acupuncture can help you.
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321 N. Lake St., Aurora, IL 60506

630-859-1122

Coupon
10%

Off Anytime

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Not valid with any other special or 

senior discount.

Best skillets in town!
Omelettes, Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Our Famous Aurora 
King Burger, Steaks, New York,  

Top Sirloin and Fridays Fried Fish.

Mailed Directly to over 67,000 Households
• Targeted Audience       • No waste circulation (mailed direct)

For Further Information  
Regarding Advertising, 
Contact: Dave Anderson
Phone: 630-232-9677 Ext:119
Email: danderson@strath.com

Advertise  
in the
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Beat the Rush! 
Schedule Your School & 
Sports Physicals today
Appointments and walk-ins accepted at  
VNA Health Center during regular business hours. 

Special ‘express’ school physical appointment times 
available on Tuesdays from 12:00–8:00pm.  
Other appointment times also available. 

Parents, bring your child’s immunization records  
to your appointment.

VNA Health Center
400 N. Highland Ave.
(630) 892-4355

Hours:
M-Th 8:00am–8:00pm
F, Sat 8:00am–4:00pm
Sun 12:00–4:00pm
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Mayor Thomas J. Weisner
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Your Elected Officials

Aldermen’s Office  
630-256-3020
At-Large: Robert O’Connor
At-Large: Richard Irvin
Ward 1: Abby Schuler
Ward 2: Juany Garza
Ward 3: Ted Mesiacos
Ward 4: Bill Donnell
Ward 5: John “Whitey” Peters
Ward 6: Mike Saville
Ward 7: Scheketa Hart-Burns
Ward 8: Rick Mervine
Ward 9: Edward Bugg
Ward 10: Lynne Johnson

Aurora Borealis is published four times a year through 
the City of Aurora’s Public Information Division. 
Address correspondence to:
Newsletter Editor - City of Aurora
44 E. Downer Place
Aurora, IL  60507-2067
or publicinfo@aurora-il.org
City Web site: www.aurora-il.org
Aurora Community Television: Comcast Channel 10
or AT&T U-Verse Channel 99

 
Local food vendors with taste tempting treats, FREE fun for the kids with 
dazzling inflatable rides, musical entertainment by DJ Jerome and tons of fun.

Refreshments, headliners and a great view of the fireworks at Aurora’s premier outdoor 
concert venue.  6:00 p.m. - Bruce in the USA, one of the best Springsteen tributes -  
8:30 pm. Fox Valley Orchestra a mix of patriotic music and classical favorites.

9:30 p.m. 
Raise your eyes to the skies as the City of Lights lives up to its name with a bigger than ever 
pyrotechnic spectacular along the banks of the Fox River in Downtown Aurora!  It will be like two 
shows in one with fiery bursts of red, white and blue in the sky above and twinkling reflections in the 
Fox River below.

Co-Sponsored By:
Village of North Aurora, RiverEdge Park, Fox Valley Park District, Aurora Historical Society, HR Green

Park Remotely and Ride the Free Shuttle Buses  
To and From All Downtown Locations! 
For additional information, parking & shuttle  
visit www.aurora-il.org or call 630-256-INFO

Wilder Promenade - Family Fourth

McCullough Park - Hometown Fourth 
Refreshments and old-fashioned fun with foot stomping tunes from Hudson 
Crossing, flimflammery from con man Windy City Wizard, Bradley Keven Green 
Family Band, games and stories, a patriotic program from the American Legion 
Band, historical characters, plus rock legends Captains of Industry.
RiverEdge Park - Fourth on the Fox

Fourth of July Fireworks SpectacularFOURTH OF JULY 
FIREWORKS CELEBRATION

CITY OF AURORA  
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

 CELEBRATION
Thursday, July 4, 2013

9:15 a.m.- Pre-Parade Ceremony   
(outside Paramount Theater)

10:00 a.m.- Independence Day Parade  
(in partnership Roosevelt-Aurora  

American Legion Post #84)

FREE 
Family Activities & Fireworks!

5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
3 New Locations:

RiverEdge Park — 360 N. Broadway Av.     
Wilder Promenade — 350 N. River St.            

McCullough Park — Illinois Av. & Lake St.


