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From the 
Mayor’s Desk

Mayor Thomas J. Weisner

Warm weather has finally arrived and none 
too soon at that, as Aurora has an action-
packed summer ahead. 

Aurora’s Farmers Market is already open 
each Saturday morning at the Route 25 
Aurora Transportation Center and it is 
bigger and better than ever. There is also a far 
west market each Wednesday and a far east 
market every Thursday. Conveniently located 
throughout the City, there’s something for 
everyone at the Farmers Markets! 

For the kids, we have two water parks – 
Phillips Park and Splash Country – that 
are jointly owned by the Fox Valley Park 
District and City of Aurora. For Moms and 
Dads this summer, there is the Audubon 
certified Phillips Park Golf Course, as well 
as our lovely Fox Valley Golf Course, to test 
your skills.

Only in its second season, RiverEdge Park – 
our beautiful new music venue along the 
banks of the Fox River – already has a great 
summer line-up with more announcements 
to come. Aurora’s iconic musical event, 
Blues on the Fox, takes place on June 27-28, 
with a stellar line- up, including Jimmie 
Vaughan, Taj Mahal and Los Lonely Boys. 
Lady Antebellum appears on August 7 and 
tickets are going fast.

Yes, there is even more! Bring the whole 
family to downtown Aurora – rated one of 
American’s safest mid-sized cities – for the 
4th of July Parade and fireworks. It is going 
to be a SPECTACULAR day in the City of 
Aurora! See the schedule on the back page. 

And while you are downtown this summer, 
stop by the Louche Puce Market and First 
Fridays! Louche Puce is charming flea market, 
takes place every 2nd Saturday through 
September on Water Street Mall. The 
“First Friday’s” celebration of art, music and 
food takes place at 6 p.m. on the first Fridays 
of each month (with the exception of July 4) 
throughout Downtown Aurora, this summer. 

This edition of the Aurora Borealis has a 
special pull-out section of these activities and 
events ... and so much more! 

Progress can be painful…temporarily
There will be several ongoing road and bridge 
projects occurring throughout the summer 
months that will increase traffic times around 
Aurora. IDOT is working on Rt. 59 & Rt. 34, 
the Illinois Tollway is upgrading Church Rd. 
Bridge and the City is reconstructing the 
Indian Trail Rd. Bridges. Combined with 
paving and other projects, it would be wise 
to add extra time to your travel schedule, as 
alternative routes will likely see more traffic. 
The City’s website www.aurora-il.org will do 
its best to keep you informed. And please 
remember all this construction will keep 
Aurora in a good state of repair in coming 
years, improving – for the long term – 
your quality of life. 

Happy Summer to you and your loved ones,

Get Ready for a Summer to Remember

Mayor Weisner on the SkyDeck 
at RiverEdge Park
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First Fridays 
Energizes Downtown 
Under Friday 
Night Lights 
Local artists bring pop-up galleries, 
live music, and much more to venues 
throughout downtown Aurora

First Fridays invites the community to 
enjoy art, music, food and drinks, live 
theatre and much more with a series of 
pop-up galleries in downtown Aurora’s 
bookstores, businesses, and bars, as well 
as open-to-the-public receptions at 
downtown Aurora’s permanent galleries on 
the first Friday evening of every month.

Venues and shows change each month. 
May’s First Friday event included comic 
book art from 13 artists at If These Walls 
Could Talk; creation stations for kids at 
SciTech Hands-on Museum; a solo show 
of watercolors by Aurora Firefighter Mark 
Robinson at the Aurora Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau; art therapy at The 
Light of the Heart; new window displays 
from the Vacant Window Project; and 
the closing reception of  “Aurora in the 
Vietnam Era” at the David L. Piece Art 
and History Center. 

Every First Friday also includes the ArtBar 
at Two Brothers Roundhouse, a themed 
pop-up gallery with live music showcasing 
up to 40 local artists with work available 
for purchase. 

For a map and more information about 
participating venues and shows each 
month, go to auroradowntown.org.

Providing Pathways to Prosperity 
for Aurora’s Students

L to R: Kathryn Birkett (SD204), Dr. Christine Sobek (Waubonsee College), Mayor Tom Weisner, 
Dr. James Ryland (SD129), Dr. Michael Popp (SD131), Joe Henning (Aurora Regional 
Chamber of Commerce)

Pathways to Prosperity – Aurora’s innovative and collaborative education initiative 
designed to bridge the gap between education and a skilled workforce – marked 
another milestone this spring when local leaders in education and business formally 
announced their commitments to the initiative and to the young people of Aurora. 

In April, the business and education partners of the Pathways to Prosperity initiative, 
including four school districts, Waubonsee Community College, the Aurora Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, and Mayor Thomas J. Weisner, signed a Statement of 
Agreement, pledging to leverage local, state, and national funds to launch the first career 
pathways for Aurora’s students by the 2015-16 school year. 

As a result of the agreement, beginning in 2015, students across the City will 
have more opportunities in those first pathways, in Health Sciences, Information 
Technology, and Advanced Manufacturing, including career exploration programs, 
expanded dual-credit college course offerings in high school, and cooperative learning 
opportunities with partnering businesses. 

The new agreement further sets out a series of goals for the schools and business 
partners, chief among them an increase in the percentage of adults in Illinois with 
high-quality degrees and credentials, in line with the Illinois P-20 Council’s goal of 
reaching 60 percent of Illinois adults with high-quality degrees by the year 2025. 

Education Focus

T E X T  T O  J O I N !
Join Aurora’s Community  

E-Mail List by simply texting
MyAurora to 22828

(MyAurora is all one word)
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Who Let the Dogs Out?

Warm Heart, Cool Head

startup costs, the dogs are back — and the 
citizens of Aurora are the beneficiaries.

“Canines are invaluable for locating and 
recovering missing persons, finding drugs 
and other contraband, and helping keep the 
community safe,” said Lt. Nick Coronado, 
who oversees the unit. “And we have four 
very dedicated and hard-working officers as 
their handlers.”

The four officers — Enrique Rodarte, Matt 
Bonnie, Aaron Spooner, and Mark Carey — 

forcing her family to pay for the medication 
out of pocket.

“Our children mean a lot to me and to all of 
us. My goal is to make sure that these two 
families can be assisted in a meaningful and 

What has 16 legs, is constantly looking for 
narcotics, weapons, and lost people; and 
thinks work is playtime? 

The newest unit of “officers” at the Aurora 
Police Department — because all four 
are dogs!

After a seven-year hiatus, the department has 
resurrected the K-9 unit which fell victim to 
the economic downturn in 2008. Thanks to 
several years of planning, and with the help 
of numerous grants to cover the $400,000 in 

Mayor Tom Weisner recently went bald for a 
great cause — to help students in Aurora. 

Calling it the Mayor’s “Shave for the Students” 
fundraising campaign, the Mayor was joined 
by community members and media from 
around Chicagoland when he collected 
donations to shave his head on Thursday, 
May 15, at Two Brothers Roundhouse. 

Money raised during the campaign will help 
defray medical costs for the families of a 
15-year-old girl and 19-year-old boy. The 
young man is stricken with Crohn’s Disease. 
He and his single mother must travel into 
Chicago for his treatments. However, the 
family is without a car of their own, meaning 
they must rely on the generosity of friends 
or public transportation to make the weekly 
trek. The young girl has Rett Syndrome, 
which is treatable by prescriptions. However, 
she has aged out of the program that had 
been covering the costs of the medication, 

all went through a rigorous selection process 
and were ultimately chosen because of their 
prior experience, skills, and work ethic.

Until May 3, which was the first day ‘on the 
streets’ for the new unit, Aurora Police relied 
on neighboring agencies when a canine’s 
skills were needed. “We cannot express 
our gratitude enough for the assistance we 
received from the area departments,” said 
Lt. Coronado.

quick way, and Aurora has always stepped up 
to help our kids in need,” said Mayor Weisner.

The Shave for the Students Fundraising 
Campaign raised more than $6,000 in 
two days. 

Officer Aaron Spooner  
and Rex

Officer Enrique Rodarte  
and Anthos

Officer Mark Carey 
and Beny

Officer Matt Bonnie 
and Akroy
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Breaking Down 
Your Tax Bill
Get your tax bill in the mail this spring? 
This chart illustrates where your money 
goes annually. When you look at your tax 
bill, you should know:

• More than half your taxes are paid to 
your public school district.

• On average, across the City, less than $2 
of every $10 goes to the City of Aurora. 

• Taxes have now been rolled back to 
2005 levels.

• Your property taxes may be affected by 
any change in valuation as determined 
by your local Township Assessor. 

Where your local tax dollars go

Water Reports and Flushings
WATER QUALITY REPORT 
NOW AVAILABLE!

The 2013 Water Quality Report is 
available electronically at www.aurora-il.
org/2013waterquality.pdf. If you would like a 
paper copy of the report mailed to your home, 
please call 630-256-3250. 

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
In mid-May and continuing through August, 
the Water Production Division will be 
performing water main flushing in a portion 
of the city. This multi-year program, when 
completed in a few years, will have flushed all 
the public water mains in the city. 

FIRE HYDRANT TESTING
The Aurora Fire Department will be flow 
testing fire hydrants through June 30 to assure 
the hydrants have the water flow required to 
operate properly in the event of an emergency. 

Since the testing may produce rusty water 
capable of staining clothes, officials are 
requesting residents refrain from doing 
laundry between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
noon, Mondays through Thursdays, which is 
when the testing will be conducted.

Any laundry that is stained by rusty water 
should not be dried. Instead, use Liquid Poly, 

a chemical treatment for stains. Residents 
can pick up a free bottle of the treatment 
by calling ahead and then visiting the 
following sites: 

Central Fire Station – (630) 256-4000 
75 N. Broadway Avenue

Fire Station 3 – (630) 256-4030
600 W. Indian Trail

Fire Station 5 – (630) 256-4050
730 Hill Avenue

Water Treatment Plant – (630) 256-3250
1110 Aurora Avenue

CONSERVING WATER
The City of Aurora’s Water Conservation 
Ordinance permits lawn watering from 
6 a.m. to 9 a.m. and from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
an odd-even schedule. 

Residents with an odd last digit in their 
street address are permitted to water lawns 
via sprinkler systems on odd calendar days; 
residents with an even final digit in their 
street address are permitted to water lawns on 
even calendar days. No sprinkling is allowed 
on July 31 and August 31. 

Tickets will be issued to those who do not 
comply with the ordinance. 

Senior citizens and disabled residents are 
eligible for rebates on their taxes paid on gas 
and electric utilities. 

Eligible residents can apply for the standard 
rebate of $25 for the municipal gas use tax 
and $25 for the municipal electricity tax by 
filling out an application and supplying a 
copy of their December 2013 bills. Rebate 
forms were mailed to residents in March but 
can also be found on the City’s website at 
aurora-il.org. 

Utility Rebate Applications

Senior and disabled residents who have paid 
more than $25 in taxes for each of their gas 
and electricity bills can receive a larger rebate. 
To claim the larger rebate, you must include 
copies of all 12 electricity and/or gas bills 
from 2013 with your application.
 
To be eligible, residents must:

• Be 65 or older by Jan. 1, 2013, or possess 
an Illinois Disabled Persons Identification 
Card

• Have lived in an Aurora residence and 
paid municipal taxes for the entire 2013 
calendar year

• Have their name listed on the utility bill

Rebate applications and supporting 
documentation should be filed by December 
1, 2014, to the City of Aurora Finance 
Department, City Hall, 44 E. Downer Place, 
Aurora, IL 60507. 

More information is available by calling 
630-256-3510 or visiting aurora-il.org. 

Senior Focus:

*Given that Aurora is located in four counties, six public 
school districts and two community college districts, averages 
are shown to provide a general overview of the tax bill 
breakdown. Actual percentages will vary slightly depending 
upon where you live.

Fox Valley 
Park District
$5.70School 

Districts*
$60

County
$3.80

Township
$1.90

Forest 
Preserve 
District
$2.10

Aurora Public 
Library
$2.70

Community 
College
$4.50

City of Aurora
$19.30
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Neighborly Reminders

Gov. Quinn Stops by 
to Welcome Home 
New Aurorans with 
New Home-Buying 
Program

(630) 896-9861
732 Prairie Street, Aurora, IL 60506
www.LuigisPizzaAndFunCenter.com

Aurora’s #1 Birthday Party Center!

S
C
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E

FOR COUPONS

See Our Expanded Arcade!
100+ Arcade Games!
4 Lanes of Mini-Bowling!
Multi-Level Laser Tag Arena!

On May 16, Gov. Quinn stopped by to 
welcome Ryan and Jessica Chrisman-
Denegri to their new home on Aurora’s 
West Side. 

The couple got the keys to the home just 
two days prior as a result of Welcome 
Home Illinois, a mortgage loan program 
administered by the Illinois Housing 
Development Authority. Welcome Home 
Illinois offers mortgages with a below-
market interest rate and up to $7,500 in 
down payment assistance to help residents 
buy their first homes. 

Quinn praised the program and the 
effect that new homeowners like Aurora’s 
Chrisman-Denegris have on local 
economies from buying paint and new 
furniture to becoming more invested and 
active in their communities. “If you are 
a homebuyer, you are really helping our 
economy continue to grow,” he said.

For more information on the Welcome 
Home Illinois program, go to 
welcomehomeillinois.gov.

The City of Aurora’s Neighborhood 
Redevelopment Department also 
has programs for future and existing 
homeowners in the City of Aurora, 
including down payment assistance, grants 
to rehabilitate old homes, funds for safety 
upgrades to individuals’ homes, rebates 
for exterior improvements, and more. 
For more information on these City of 
Aurora programs, contact Neighborhood 
Redevelopment at 630-256-3320.

Great neighborhoods are the cornerstones of a great community.  
Please remember that:
o	Garbage containers may not be placed on the curb prior to 7:00 p.m. on the evening 

before collection day, and must be removed from the curb by 7:00 p.m. on the day 
of collection.

o	The City’s “grass” ordinance not only applies to grass in excess of 8 inches, but any 
weeds in excess of 8 inches as well.

o	Garage/Yard sales are limited to two per household per calendar year.

o	Noise violations bring hefty fines. The City’s noise ordinance allows Aurora police 
officers to issue a citation to violators carrying a fine of $250 for the first offense 
and $500 for additional offenses within one year. Fines are issued based on the 
circumstances of the entire situation, including the time and day, as well as the type 
and duration of the noise.
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Summer on 
the Greens 
The City of Aurora operates two 18-hole 
golf courses for residents to enjoy.

Phillips Park Golf Course, 1001 Hill 
Avenue, 630-256-3760, features USGA 
greens, a three-hole junior course, and an 
all-weather driving range. 

Fox Valley Golf Club, 2500 N. River Road in North Aurora, 630-879-1030, includes 
5,927 yards of bentgrass and blue grass greens, bluegrass and ryegrass fairways, several 
ponds and 56 sand bunkers. 

To reserve your tee time or for more information, go to aurora-il.org and click on 
Public Properties and then Maintenance Services, or call the pro shops of the respective 
courses above.

Louche Puce Market
June 14     July 12     Aug 9    Sept 13 • Water Street, Aurora Downtown

tree-lined Water St. between Downer
and Galena
second summer Saturdays
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

louchepuce@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louche-Puce-Market/149994118399498

In an effort to continue replanting the City’s 
trees following the devastating Emerald 
Ash Borer epidemic, the City of Aurora will 
again offer the 50/50 Parkway Tree Program 
this fall. 

The 50/50 Parkway Tree Program allows 
residents to purchase trees and have them 
planted in parkways for half the typical cost, 
with the City paying the remaining cost. 
This year’s program includes a fall planting 
of gingkos, elms, maples, and other trees 
well suited to being planted in the autumn 
months. Residents should consider which 
species of tree they would like in their 

parkways and plan to order 
accordingly. 

The discounted cost of the 
trees will range from $125 to 
$225, depending on species 
and size, and the cost includes 
planting and mulching. 

To be eligible for the 50 % discount, trees 
must be planted in parkways on the front or 
sides of a resident’s property, and must be set 
back from utilities, intersections and other 
trees. More information, including species and 
price lists, is available on the City’s website, 
aurora-il.org. 

It’s Not Too Late This Year  
for a Discounted Parkway Tree

Tree orders will be taken first-come, 
first-served. To be added to the waiting list 
for fall planting, call the City of Aurora’s 
Customer Service line at 630-256-INFO. 
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summer is here! 
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Indian Trail Rd. North Aurora Rd.
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eola road
1137 north eola road - aurora, il 60502 (630) 585-8200

eola road
1137 north eola road  (630) 585-8200

eola road

30 
1137 north eola road  (630) 585-8200

20 
  
 

Save

1137 North Eola Road - Aurora, IL 60502 - (630) 585-8200

% 
off 

your entire purchase

any purchase
of $75 or more 
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The Town 
BAR & GRILL

20 HD TV’s to watch any game
NEW Martini and Drink List

Video Gaming Available
Take Out Available

2nd Annual Golf Outing
Aug 7... Sign Up Now!

Patio Now Open
Daily Drink Specials

Buy One Lunch Entree, 
Get One FREE

The Town Bar & Grill
630-499-9975

Valid Monday thru Friday 11am-3pm. Dine in Only.
Max value $11.99. Offer expires 08/15/14

E New York St
E New York St

Va
ug

hn
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Mapleside Ln

Adamsway Dr Adamsway Dr

McCoy Dr McCoy Dr

As
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Town Bar & Grill 

2681 E. New York St., Aurora • thetownbar.com

630-499-9975

Appointments and walk-ins accepted at all VNA Health Centers during regular business hours. 

Patients with no insurance, who are income- 
eligible with proof of income: Fee is $25 for the 
school/sports physical.* NOTE: For those who are not 
income-eligible and/or do not have proof of income 
the fee is $35.*  

Patients with insurance: Co-payment & deductible 
may apply.*

Patients on Medicaid: You must select VNA as  
your PCP and bring your Medicaid card to your  
appointment. There is no charge for school physicals 
and vaccinations for Medicaid patients.

To change your Medicaid PCP: Call (877) 912-1999  
and tell them you want VNA–PCP #05300830.  
Changes may be made once every 30 days.

Aurora 
400 N. Highland Ave.
M-Th 8:00am–8:00pm
F, Sat 8:00am–4:00pm
Sun 12:00–4:00pm

Aurora 
1400 Indian Ave.
M 8:00am–8:00pm
Tu–Sat 8:00am–4:00pm

VNA Tomcat (East High)
for students in District 131
Located within  
East Aurora High School
500 Tomcat Ln.
Summer hours TBA

vnahealth.com

Beat the Rush! 
Schedule Your School & Sports Physicals today

Parents, you must bring your child’s vaccination records to your appointment.

Call today for an appointment  

                (630) 892-4355

*Cost for vaccines may be 
extra for some depending  
on insurance coverage or 
vaccine program eligibility
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Come Discover The Difference!       207 S Lake St. • (Rt. 31) Aurora

630-892-4300
WWW.CARSTOREAURORA.COM

W. Galena Blvd.

Rt
. 3

1

S.
 R

ive
r S

t.

Downtown 
Aurora★

• Bank Financing Available • Free CarFax Report
• Warranties Available • Service Department

Sales Hours Mon-Fri 9am-7pm Saturday 9am-6pm
Service Hours Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

**To well qualified buyers. Please call us for details.

Rates As Low As
**3.99 APR

Cars Starting @ $3,995

Prairie St.

Make a visit to the Double Yolk and join the many satisfied customers that have already
made this place the “in place for breakfast” in the Western suburbs!

Lunch
Paninis, Wraps, Variety of Sandwiches

Great Salad Variety
Fresh, NEVER Frozen Black Angus Burgers

Turkey Off of the Bone
All Natural Chicken Breasts

(NO Hormones, NO Antibiotics)
Healthy Options Available

Breakfast
Famous Skillets

Freshly Squeezed O.J.
Ham Off of the Bone

South of the Border Options

Coming Soon
Fresh Pastries

Gelato
Smoothies

Gourmet Coffees!
Book your next party at Double Yolk! 
Party Room holds up to 40 people!

630-820-YOLK (9655)
1555 Butterfield Road • Aurora, IL 60502

www.doubleyolkrestaurant.com
info@doubleyolkrestaurant.com
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AfterBefore

AfterBefore

DO YOU WANT A 
BEAUTIFUL SMILE?
630-338-1652

Are you concerned about
losing your teeth? 

We also do dental implants. 
Crowding, spacing or an 

overbite? Braces, Invisalign.

J. Chacon DDS, MS.
Board Certified  
Orthodontics

M. Patino DDS, MS.
Board Certified  

Periodontist

Aurora Orthodontics and Periodontics
3535 E. New York St. Suite 212 Aurora, IL

www.auroraorthoperio.com

We accept all insurances, including all kids insurance.

Free Consulation

Retirement Planning • Asset Allocation

Glenn Stears  
Financial Advisor

Iris Sagrado  
Financial Advisor

Jonathan Popp  
Financial Advisor

www.sagrado-stears.wrfa.com • 630-954-4611
Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC
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4TH of July CelebrationCity of Aurora’s
FRIDAY, JULY 4, 2014

9:15 a.m. - Pre-Parade Ceremony 
Outside Paramount Theatre

10:00 a.m. - 4th Of July Parade
                        In partnership with Roosevelt-Aurora 

   American Legion Post #84

RiverEdge Park - 360 N. Broadway Ave.
Refreshments and a great view of the fireworks 

at Aurora’s premier outdoor concert venue.
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. American Legion Band
 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Fox Valley Orchestra

8:45 p.m. Chicagoland Skydivers aerial display

McCullough Park  - Illinois Ave. & Lake St.
Local food vendors with taste tempting treats,

FREE FUN for the kids with exciting inflatables
and creative face painting.

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Circus Boy 
7:15 p.m. - 9:15 p.m. The Wave Runners 

8:45 p.m. Chicagoland Skydivers aerial display

FREE Family Activites & Fireworks!
5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Park Remotely and Ride our FREE Shuttles 

Co-Sponsored by: 

FIREWORKS
SPECTACULAR

TH4  of July 

Raise your eyes to the skies as the City of Lights lives up to 
its name with a bigger-than-ever pyrotechnic spectacular 

along the banks of the Fox River in Downtown Aurora!  

9:30 p.m. 

Visit www.aurora-il.org or call 630-256-INFO

Presort Std
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44 E. Downer Place
Aurora, IL 60507

Postal Customer

Mayor Thomas J. Weisner

Aldermen
AT-LARGE: Robert O’Connor
AT-LARGE: Richard Irvin
WARD 1:  Kristina “Tina” Bohman
WARD 2:  Juany Garza
WARD 3:  Ted Mesiacos
WARD 4:  Bill Donnell
WARD 5:  John “Whitey” Peters
WARD 6:  Mike Saville
WARD 7:  Scheketa Hart-Burns
WARD 8:  Rick Mervine
WARD 9:  Edward Bugg
WARD 10:  Lynne Johnson 

Mayor’s Office
630-256-3010 – mayorsoffice@aurora-il.org

Aldermen’s Office
630-256-3020 – aldermensoffice@aurora-il.org

The Aurora Borealis Community Newsletter 
is published through the City of Aurora’s 
Communications and Public Information 
Division.

Please address correspondence to 
publicinfo@aurora-il.org or:
Borealis Editor – City of Aurora
44 E. Downer Place
Aurora, IL 60507

www.aurora-il.org

Connect with us 
on Social Media:

/CityofAuroraIL

@CityofAuroraIL

/CityofAuroraIllinois
Si usted desea recibir una versión en español de Aurora 
Borealis, por favor solicítela llamando al 630-256-4636.
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