
Aurora’s New Trash &  
Recycling Program
Better Options!  Cleaner Community!

TRASH & RECYCLING CHOICES
As a reminder, residents are provided both trash and recycling 
carts – both with lids and wheels to help keep the community 
cleaner. All trash carts come in three convenient, affordable sizes: 
35 gallon, 65 gallon and 95 gallon. Recycling carts come in two 
sizes: 35 gallon and 65 gallon. 

CHANGING CART SIZES
Each resident has the option to make a free, one-time change to 
a different size cart until December 15, 2015. If after using your 
carts you find there is a need for a larger or smaller container, 
simply call Republic Services to request a change.

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS:  
SENIORS & LOW VOLUME USERS

SENIOR OPTION: This option allows eligible seniors (65 and 
older) to use special 14-gallon senior bags for trash. Bags cost 
$1.40 per bag and may be purchased in rolls of 20 at designated 
retail locations. 

LOW VOLUME OPTION: This option provides trash collection 
twice per month in a specially marked 35 gallon cart. Trash service 
occurs on the first and third full weeks of each month. Recycling 
occurs weekly using a 35-gallon cart. The cost for this service is 
$8.80 per month.

BILLING AND PAYMENTS
Republic Services will bill each resident quarterly. Bills can be 
paid via mail, online at the Republic Services website, in cash 
at any select currency exchange facilities” in Aurora, or via the 
My Resource App for iPhone and Android. 

The first bill will be prorated for service and all subsequent bills will 
be sent in advance of the quarterly usage.

Each resident has the option to make a free, one-time change to a different size cart until December 15, 2015. 
If after using your carts you find there is a need for a larger or smaller container, simply call Republic Services 
to request a change.

The City of Aurora’s waste hauler is Republic Services.  The 
City of Aurora program is flexible and is designed to encourage 
recycling. Residents  can choose from 3 different sizes of trash 
carts and 2 different sizes of recycling carts. These options 
allow residents to select the type of service that best meets their 
household’s needs and budget.

 COLLECTION GUIDELINES
 Items must be at the curb by 6:00 a.m. on the scheduled 
collection day, but no earlier than 7:00 p.m. the day before 
collection. 

 Empty trash carts, recycle carts, and other containers must 
be removed from the curb by 12:00 midnight on the day of 
collection. 

 Cart Placement - Place cart at curb or a maximum of 3 feet 
from road with front of the cart facing the street. Carts should be 
placed 3 feet apart  from any other object.

 Trash outside of your cart shall be placed in a trash container 
or bag with each extra unit not exceeding 33 gallons in capacity 
and not  exceeding 50 pounds.  Each additional can or bag 
requires a sticker to be attached to authorize Republic Services 
to collect the waste. 

 Stickers can be purchased at most grocery and hardware 
stores or at City Hall and customer service center for a cost of 
$2.75 each. (Stickers are used for yard waste, bags or cans that 
are in addition to your cart, large items and appliances.) 

 Content of trash cart or additional cans may not be overfilled. 
Lids must be fully closed. 

 SCHEDULE
Trash, recycling, yard waste and large items are collected on 
the same day with a separate driver and vehicle for each type 
of service.  

 COLLECTION HOLIDAYS
The following holidays are observed by Republic Services:
 New Year’s Day    Memorial Day 
Independence Day    Labor Day 
Thanksgiving Day    Christmas Day

When one of these holidays falls on or before your collection 
day or the LEGAL HOLIDAY is Monday, collections are delayed 
one day.

 3 TRASH CART CHOICES:

 

* Republic Services will bill each resident quarterly.
* Carts remain the property of Republic Services.

With the new program, you now have more options to choose from 
to better fit your personal needs. All carts have wheels and lids 
and come in three convenient, affordable sizes.   Each additional 
can or bag requires a sticker to be attached to authorize Republic 
Services to collect the waste.

 2 RECYCLING CART CHOICES
35 Gallon Or 65 Gallon: The recycling program includes unlimited 
recycling as residents will be provided a choice of a 35 or 65 
gallon cart that has wheels and a lid. Additional materials to 
be recycled may be placed outside of the recycling cart using 
containers that do not exceed 25 gallons of capacity (recycling 
does not require a sticker).

 SPECIAL OPTIONS
Seniors: Seniors (65 and older) are eligible for special 14-gallon 
orange bag ($1.40 per bag) program for trash. Bags are purchased 
in rolls of 20 at a variety of outlets. Seniors will still receive a 35 
gallon or a 65 gallon recycling cart with weekly service. Stickers 
will still be required for bulk items.
 
Low-Volume Users: The limited low-volume user option provides 
trash collection twice per month  in a specially marked 35-gallon 
cart.  Trash service will occur on the first and third full weeks of 
each month.  Recycling will occur weekly using a 35-gallon cart. 
The cost for this service is $8.80 per month.

Please keep this list of items that can be recycled. If you have questions 
about whether something can be recycled, please contact Republic Services 
at 800-828-2253. Many items that are not accepted in the program can be 
recycled by other means. Also visit www.Earth911.com for tips and information 
on recycling items not on this list.

YES:
• MixedPaper: advertisements, 

directmail, officepaper, 
stationery, envelopes, 
paperbags, giftwrap

• Magazines: newspaper, 
catalogs and telephone books

NO:
• Disposable diapers or rags
• Soiled items such as pizza 

boxes, napkins and tissues

YES:
• Cardboard and boxboard
• Soda and beer carrying cases
• Milk and juice cartons

YES:
• Aluminum cans and foil
• Tin and steel cans including 

empty aerosol cans

NO: 
Needles or syringes

YES:
Clear, green and brown glass 
bottles and jars

NO:
• Window glass and mirrors 
• Compact fluorescent and 

other light bulbs 
• Ceramics

YES:
• Plastic bottles and containers 

coded #1- #7
• Six or twelve pack rings

NO:
• Plastic bags and film 
• Styrofoam or packing peanuts
• Plastic take-out containers, 

cups, plates, or utensils
• Electronic items Printer or 

toner cartridges
• Insecticide and hazardous 

chemical containers
• Toys

• Tires, engine parts, auto body 
or interior parts

• Motor oil, paint, car batteries, 
antifreeze or liquids of any 
kind

• Garbage and food waste
• Wood pallets or construction 

lumber
• Yard Waste such as grass 

clippings, leaves, and tree or 
plant branches

Paper

Glass

Plastic

Cartons

Metal

Unacceptable Items

RECYCLING

29"

Depth: 34"

Holds: 
ten 

13-gallon 
trash bags

95 gallon

45"

27"

Depth: 28"

Holds: 
six 

13-gallon 
trash bags

65 gallon

40"

20"

Depth: 23"

Holds: 
three 

13-gallon 
trash bags

35 gallon

39"

$10.30 per month*                 $13.25 per month*               $19.05 per month*

Please keep this list of items that can be recycled. If you have 
questions about whether something can be recycled, please 
contact Republic Services. Many items that are not accepted 
in the program can be recycled by other means. Please visit    
www.aurora-il.org for tips and information on recycling items not 
on this list.

•	 Mixed	Paper:		advertisements,	 	
	 direct	mail,	office	paper,
	 stationery,	envelopes,
	 paper	bags,	gift	wrap
•	 Magazines,	newspapers,
	 catalogs	and	telephone	books

Depth: 23”
Holds: 

three 13-gallon 
trash bags

$10.30 
per month

Depth: 28”
Holds: 

six 13-gallon 
trash bags

$13.25 
per month

Depth: 34”
Holds: 

ten 13-gallon 
trash bags

$19.05  
per month



MY RESOURCE APP
Once you receive your first bill, you will also receive instructions 
on how to download the My Resource App and tailor it to your 
account, including paying your bills, accessing your trash collection 
schedules, and receiving special emergency notices right to  
your phone. 

COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
Trash, recycling, yard waste and large items are collected on 
the same day with a separate driver and vehicle for each type 
of service. A map of collection days and areas can be found at 
www.aurora-il.org/trashtalk. 

The following holidays are observed by Republic Services: 
New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. When one of these holidays 
falls on or before your collection day, collections are delayed one 
day that week.

COLLECTION GUIDELINES
• Items must be at the curb by 6:00 a.m. on the scheduled 

collection day, but no earlier than 7:00 p.m. the day before 
collection.

• Empty trash carts, recycle carts and other containers must be 
removed from the curb by midnight on the day of collection. 

• Place carts at curb or a maximum of 3 feet from road with front 
of the carts facing the street. Carts should be placed 3 feet 
apart from any other object.

• Excess trash outside of your cart must be placed in a trash 
container or bag with each extra unit not exceeding 33 gallons 
in capacity and not exceeding 50 pounds. Each additional can 
or bag requires a sticker. 

• Content of trash cart or additional cans may not be overfilled. 
Lids must be fully closed. 

STORAGE LOCATION OF CONTAINERS 
By City of Aurora ordinance, all garbage and recycling containers 
must be kept on the property and not visible from the public street 
(i.e. in a garage, back of the house, or screened storage area.)

PURCHASING STICKERS & SENIOR BAGS
Stickers are used for yard waste, bags, cans, large items and 
appliances that are in addition to your cart. Stickers are currently 
$2.75 each. 

Stickers and senior bags can be purchased at Aurora City Hall, 
44 E. Downer Place and the Aurora Customer Service Center, 
3770 McCoy Dr.

In addition, stickers can be purchased at the following Aurora 
locations listed on the opposite page. Senior bags can be 
purchased where noted*.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
The City of Aurora offers many programs that assist with additional 
collection. Visit www.aurora-il.org or review your Trash and 
Recycling Reference Guide that came attached to your new carts 
to learn more about the collection of: 

• Yard Waste 
• Bundled Brush
• Leaves
• Christmas Trees
• Bulk Items
• Electronics 
• Household Hazardous Waste

We know that you 
have questions, and 
we have answers! 
Review the Frequently 
Asked Questions at 
www.aurora-il.org/trashtalk. 
If you do not see your answer, 
please contact Republic 
Services at 630-892-9294 
or auroracarts@
republicservices.com. 
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It is clear to me from talking to residents 
across Aurora that underlying many of 
the anxieties about moving to a new trash 
contract is the question of why must we 
change from a system that has served us well 
for the past quarter century.

It is a reasonable question and, let me assure 
you, there has been no bigger fan of the 
“volume-based” system we have enjoyed, 
than myself.

It isn’t that the City wants to change that 
“tried and true” system or that we are 
promoting change for its own sake. Nor is the 
City trying to enhance revenues – as some of 
our more cynical residents might suggest. The 
City does not derive a nickel of revenue from 
the new contract.

So why must we change from what has been a 
highly satisfactory system?

The costs to the trash hauling industry of the 
old approach with the driver getting out of 
the truck and manually lifting the carts have 
skyrocketed in recent years due to worker’s 
compensation costs and long-term disability 
payouts. To promote worker safety, not 
getting out of the truck protects the driver 
from being hit, and to reduce employee 
disability costs the industry has responded by 
automating to the greatest extent possible.

The sight of a gloved employee throwing full 
garbage cans around is rapidly becoming a 
thing of the past. Although some smaller 
companies may continue to use the older 
method for a time, automation, with all its 
advantages and disadvantages, is here to stay.

Advantages of the new system include 
uniform containers with covers that are 
already making a difference by reducing 
unsightly heaps and blowing papers in our 
neighborhoods. The greatest disadvantage of 
automation is the change from a pure volume-
based, pay-as-you-go system, to a less-than-
perfect volume-based system of various-sized 
cart options. It is my hope and expectation 
that the larger recycling carts that are included 
in this switch to the modified volume-based 
program will have a significant impact on 
increasing the City’s recycling rate, and that 
this important benefit will make our program 
one of the best in the State.

In the face of the change to carts, our efforts 
have been to provide many more options than 
most large communities, including senior and 
low-volume programs.

Another change many of us may not be aware 
of is the fact that the once profitable recycling 
market has become a bear market. Recycling 
is not paying for itself, sorting centers across 
the U.S. are closing down, and, unless things 

Aurora’s New Trash Program:
Not Perfect, But it Works

change, communities that consider recycling 
to be an important priority will be paying 
more and more for recycling, which means 
that the average household will pay more. 
Our new contract guarantees enhanced 
recycling services for the next seven years and 
protects residents against the price swings 
already hitting the industry.

Lastly, as it relates to the cost of trash 
collection, we need to be reminded that the 
cost of landfill space will continue to climb as 
available space declines. Additionally, hauling 
costs will increase as nearby landfills close and 
available space becomes farther away. Once 
again, our seven-year contract gives Aurora 
residents protection against precipitous 
landfill or hauling cost increases.

The previous volume-based trash collection 
program, in place for the past 25 years, was in 
many ways, ideal.

Unfortunately, there is no perfect solution for 
the changed realities we face in 2015.

That being said, I am confident that the new 
program is the best that could be developed, 
in terms of the overall cost, the variety of 
options offered and the protections against 
rising industry costs.

From the 
Mayor’s Desk

Mayor Thomas J. Weisner



Aurora comes together to send 
our students back to school
Aurora volunteers made sure Aurora’s 
children in need went back to school 
prepared this August, giving out thousands 
of backpacks, school supply packs, and even 
clothes, immunizations and physicals.  

In just one day, the annual CIS Back to 
School Fair helped 607 families meet their 
back-to-school expenses, giving out 2,800 
backpacks stuffed with age-appropriate 
supplies to students from across the city. 

The CIS Back to School Fair allows our city 
to come together to ensure that every child 
succeeds, connecting families to community 
resources to serve them throughout the year. 
On hand for the event were representatives 
from 38 public health and social service 
agencies, plus the Aurora Police Department 
grilling up hot dogs for hungry families 
waiting in line. 

Children also received physicals, 
immunizations and dental screenings, free 
books from the Kiwanis Club, clothing and 
shoes donated by Word and Worship Church 

and vouchers from the Aurora Interfaith 
Food Pantry. More than 200 volunteers from 
companies and organizations around Aurora 
volunteered their time and resources to make 
our students ready for the first day of school. 

In addition, Alderman Scheketa Hart-Burns 
sent 2,000 students of Ward 7 back to school 
in style with new backpacks. Her annual 
back-to-school event at Farnsworth Park is 
more than just a school supply giveaway, but 
an end-of-summer bash with food, music 
and community-making for more than 5,000 
residents each August. Alderman-at-Large 
Richard Irvin and Ward 6 Alderman Mike 
Saville also partnered with AAMOU to host 
an event with games, music, food and fun, 
giving out another 1,000 backpacks stuffed 
with supplies for students in need. And 
Alderman Juany Garza gave the residents 
of Ward 2 the chance to meet up and give 
summer a sweet send-off with food, live 
music, and, of course, ice 
cream, at her annual Ice 
Cream Social held at 
McCarty Park. 

 Alderman 
Mike Saville, Ward 6, 
greets students with 
a smile at the Back 
to School event 
he sponsored 
with Alderman 
Richard Irvin 
and AAMOU. 

 Alderman Scheketa 
Hart-Burns, Ward 7, 

greets students with 
a smile at her annual 

Back to School Bash 
at Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Park. 

 Alderman Rick Mervine, 
Ward 8, helps out with 
young volunteers at the 
CIS Back to School Fair.

 Alderman 
Juany Garza, 
Ward 2, and 

students savor 
the last taste 

of summer 
at the annual 

Ward 2 Ice 
Cream Social at 

McCarty Park. 

 Alderman-At-Large 
Richard Irvin meets with 
students at the Back to 
School event sponsored 
along with Alderman 
Mike Saville and 
AAMOU. 
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City of Aurora 
programs give 
job seekers, 
creators a leg up

Improving the quality of life for Aurora 
residents means putting people to work, and 
the City of Aurora is working hard this fall 
to offer more opportunity to hard-working 
job seekers and aspiring entrepreneurs. Three 
new or expanded jobs programs aim to help a 
variety of workers: 

On Sept. 1, the City of Aurora paired with 
Accion Chicago to offer free small business 
panels for entrepreneurs looking to start 
or expand their small business ventures. 
Participants heard from experts in a wide 
range of fields discuss how to access capital, 
manage risk and insure their small businesses, 
and market products and services. The 
program was presented by Accion Chicago, 
the City of Aurora, the Hartford, and the 
Waubonsee Community College Small 
Business Development Center.

This fall, in partnership with the Women’s 
Business Development Center, ScaleUp 
Aurora begins the third cohort of its 12-
week program that gives small business 

owners practical skills to scale their small 
businesses up to the next level. ScaleUp 
welcomes entrepreneurs who have been in 
business for at least two years with at least 
two employees, and offers classes, mentoring, 
networking and capital to grow. For more 
information on subsequent opportunities 
to join a cohort, contact Judy Dawson at 
jdawson@wbdc.org. 

As part of a citywide initiative to increase 
skills and opportunities in high-paying 
science and tech fields, the National Latino 
Education Institute, Aurora Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and the City of 
Aurora teamed up in September to offer 
STEM Training for the Trades. The 
free short-term job training class prepared 
Aurora residents for jobs in a range of 
industries, including transportation, energy 
and construction, with skills training, CDL 
preparation and field experience. 

Stay tuned for more opportunities, which 
are announced by e-blast and on the City’s 
Facebook page, City of Aurora, IL. To get 
signed up for regular announcements by 
email, go to aurora-il.org, and click on the 
email icon under “Get Connected.”

If you have a family member who is 
an Aurora resident currently serving 

in the military, let the City of Aurora 
know! We’ll send them a one-pound gift 
box of mixed nuts and a greeting card 
from the entire community. 

In order to send a gift, we need to know: 

• Active service member’s name

• Rank

• Complete military address as it 
should appear, line by line

• Home address in Aurora

The submission deadline is Friday, Nov. 20.  
To send a gift, call Special Events at  
630-256-3370, email events@aurora-il.org, 
or fill out a request online at  
eforms.aurora-il.org/f/militarygifts.

The Fox Valley Orchestra and Fox Valley 
El Sistema program needs your help!
Fox Valley El Sistema is one of the FVO’s 
primary education and outreach programs 
to at-risk and underserved children in the 
Aurora community. It is a program not only 
of music education, but also of social change, 
empowerment, and community building. By 
removing the economic barrier to entry that 
is common to the performing arts world, 
El Sistema opens the doors to those most 
in need. These children are provided free 
instruments, supplies, and instruction. They 
are given a chance they would likely never 
receive elsewhere!

Please join the FVO in bringing the FVES 
program to our youth. They collect all 
traditional woodwind, brass and string 
instruments, new or used, that are still 

functional or need minor repair to become 
functional again. Especially violins, violas, 
cellos, flutes, clarinets, cornets, trumpets, 
and trombones. The average cost per child in 
the program is $250 for an instrument, with 
annual upkeep cost of about $50 per student. 
If you have an instrument you are willing to 
donate, please contact us at 630-891-2525 
or email fves@foxvalleyorchestra.org. If 
you do not have an instrument but would 
like to contribute to the cause, please visit 
their webpage to easily donate online 
through their GoFundMe campaign! Visit 
www.foxvalleyorchestra.org/elsistema.php 
– your gift of is tax deductible and will help 
to bring years of positive influence to a child. 
You can make an impact. Every gift counts!

TREATS FOR 
TROOPS: 

City sending 
holiday gifts 

to Aurora 
service 

men and 
women
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Paramount’s Broadway series brings home 5 Jeff Awards
The Chicago theater scene suddenly has its stage lights set on Aurora

On Oct. 5, the Paramount shot to stardom in 
Chicagoland, taking home a total of five Jeff 
Awards earned by the cast and crews of its 
2014-15 productions of Les Misérables and 
The Who’s Tommy, all in the very first year the 
Aurora theater became eligible for the awards. 

Jeff Awards recognize excellence in the 
Chicago theater arts, akin to New York 
City’s Tonys. Until this year, the Paramount 
Theatre’s Broadway Series productions had 
been ineligible because the Paramount fell 
outside the Jeff ’s 30-mile radius to count as 
a part of the Chicago theater scene. The Jeff 
Committee expanded its boundaries and gave 
a look at the high caliber productions here 
in Aurora that rival anything New York and 
Chicago can offer. 

And here we are, on stage, in 
this, our first year of eligibility. 
This means so much for so 
many people. The city of 
Aurora is going to be over the 
moon when they find out.”

Also nominated were: 
Mary Poppins for Best 
Musical (large), Rachel 
Rockwell for Best Director, 
Theresa Ham for Costume 
Design; Mike Tutaj for 
Projections/Video Design 
(two nominations), The 
Who’s Tommy for Best 
Musical (large), Jim Corti 
for Best Director (two 
nominations), Brock Clawson 
for Choreography, Tom 
Vendafreddo for Music 
Direction, Jesse Klug for Lighting Design, 
and Devin DeSantis for Best Actor in a 
Principal Role (musical) and Best Actor in 
a Supporting Role (musical).

The big winners were: 
• Best Musical (large) – Les Misérables 
• Best Director of a Musical – Jim Corti, Les Misérables
• Best Scenic Design (large) – Kevin Depinet and Jeffrey D. Kmiec, 

Les Misérables
• Best Lighting Design (large) – Greg Hofmann, The Who’s Tommy
• Best Projections/Video Design – Mike Tutaj, The Who’s Tommy

“We are grateful to be here at the Jeff 
Awards,” said Tim Rater, President & CEO, 
Paramount Theatre, who joined Jim Corti 
on stage to accept the Best Musical award 
for Les Misérables. “We’re trying to do the 
very best that we can at Paramount. We 
love this production. We love the Chicago 
theater community, and we are so thrilled 
to be up here accepting this amazing award. 
Thank you for bringing Paramount to the 
Jeff Awards and for supporting our work.”

Congratulations to the casts, crew members, 
and the rest of the Paramount team on their 
big night, and thank you for your dedication 
to bringing the best theater anywhere home 
to Aurora. 

The 2014-15 Paramount Broadway series 
was nominated for 16 Jeff Awards - including 
three nods for Best Production- setting the 
record for the most Jeff nominations ever 
given to a theater in its first year of eligibility. 

“Thank you so much ladies and gentlemen. 
This is a really big night,” said an emotional 
Jim Corti, Paramount Theatre’s Artistic 
Director, while accepting the Best Director 
award for Les Misérables. “The Jeff 
Committee, who we are so grateful for, 
opened up the boundaries and included 
the Paramount in their judging this year. 

 Devin DeSantis stars in the title role of The Who’s 
Tommy. DeSantis was nominated twice for his 
Paramount roles this season, and Tommy was 
nominated for Best Musical. 

 Les Misérables stole the show with six Jeff 
nominations and took home both Best Musical 
and Best Director. 

 Paramount/ACCA President & CEO 
Tim Rater and Artistic Director Jim Corti at 
the 2015 Jeff Awards in Chicago.
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O C T O B E R

October 17 
Aurora Farmers 
Market – Downtown
8 a.m.–Noon
Aurora Transportation Center 
233 N. Broadway
The farmers market closes the 
season with Cider and Cinnamon 
Day. Savor the flavors of 2015 
with free apple cider and live 
music, and stock up before winter. 

Mandatory Landlord Class
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Aurora Police Department
1200 E. Indian Trail
Crime-free housing classes help 
landlords learn about their and 
their tenants’ responsibilities to 
keep homes safe and crime free. 
Classes are mandatory for owners, 
landlords and agents and are 
offered throughout the year. For 
more dates or to register, call the 
Department of Neighborhood 
Standards at 630-256-3770. 

October 22 - 24
Death Comes to the 
Tanner House 
6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Tanner House
 305 Cedar Street
Tour the Tanner House Museum 
on the night William Tanner died 
in 1892 and learn about death 
and mourning in the Victorian 
era. $15, $12 for members. Call 
630-906-0650 to purchase tickets. 

October 24 
2nd Annual Diwali Festival
5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
City of Aurora and Indian 
Community Outreach Board are 
proud to Celebrate 2nd Diwali 
- Festival of Lights in the City 
of Lights. Join us to learn about 
biggest festival of India and enjoy 
culture, food and magnificent 
fireworks. 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN AURORA!
October 25 
Young Eagles Free 
Flights for Youth 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Aurora Municipal Airport 
Veterans Memorial Parkway 
43W636 U.S. 30, Sugar Grove
Spark your child or teenager’s 
interest in aviation with a free 
flight in a small aircraft. Students 
ages 8 to 17 can take a 20-minute 
flight in a small aircraft and learn 
more about opportunities in 
aviation. Go to www.eaa579.org to 
learn more. 

October 29 - 30
Death Comes to the 
Tanner House
6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Tanner House
305 Cedar Street

October 31
Halloween 
Trick or Treating Hours are 
from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

N O V E M B E R

November 1
Día de los Muertos 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
SciTech Museum 
18 W. Benton Street 
The Day of the Dead Celebration 
encourages Aurora youth to 
partake in Mexican cultural 
activities while using their artistic 
skills and imagination. Activities 
are open to all. 

First Fridays 
6 p.m. -10 p.m. 
Downtown Aurora
Music, art, food, shopping, dining, 
theatre and more with venues 
around downtown hosting pop-up 
galleries and special events. For a 
map of participating venues, go to 
www.auroradowntown.org.

November 11
Veterans Day  
Parade and 
Ceremony
10:15 a.m. 
Hosted by the City of Aurora and 
the Veterans Advisory Council, 
the Veterans Day Parade steps 
off from Benton Street and 
Broadway, and ends in front of 
the Grand Army of the Republic 
Hall, 23 E. Downer Place, for a 
short ceremony and rifle salute to 
our veterans. City offices will be 
closed. 

November 14
Mandatory Landlord Class
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Aurora Police Department
1200 E. Indian Trail

November 20
Winter Lights and 
Holiday Walk 
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Downtown Aurora
Bring the family to kick off the 
holiday season here in Aurora 
with our third annual Winter 
Lights celebration, featuring live 
entertainment, an outdoor gift 
market, food and fun for the 
whole family, plus a visit from 
Santa! Plus a bigger and better 
fireworks display!

November 25 thru 
January 3
Broadway Series: 
A Christmas Story
Paramount Theatre 
23 E. Galena Boulevard
One of the most watched holiday 
movies ever made comes to life in 
a full-blown musical production. 
Watch 9-year-old Ralphie Parker 
grow up in middle-America in the 
1940’s with his bespectacled sights 
set on one thing – a Red Ryder 
BB Gun. 

November 26
Thanksgiving Day
City offices are closed in 
observance of the national holiday. 

November 27 thru 
December 27
Festival of Lights
5-9 p.m. weekdays, 5-10 p.m. 
weekends 
Phillips Park 
1000 Ray Moses Drive 
The Rotary Club of Aurora and 
the City of Aurora present one of 
the largest outdoor light festivals 
in Chicagoland in a scenic drive 
through Phillips Park. Admission 
is free, but donations help support 
several Aurora-area non-profit 
organizations. 

D E C E M B E R

December 4
First Fridays
6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Downtown Aurora
Throughout downtown Aurora, 
venues from bookstores to 
restaurants open their doors to 
pop-up art galleries featuring live 
music and artists both local and 
nationally recognized.
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Building on Success: 
Construction permits at 
record pace in Aurora
Aurora is building up record numbers of 
projects being planned by developers and 
contractors working throughout the city.
The City’s Building and Permits Division 
issued more permits in the first half 
of 2015 than in the first half of any 
previous year. 

More than 1.8 million new square feet of 
development, valued at more than $290 
million – representing new businesses, 
new residents, and new economic activity 
in Aurora – has been permitted through 
the end of September 2015.

That includes a 54 percent increase in 
permit construction valuation over the 
same time last year, driven by large-scale 
construction projects including the 
Chicago Premium Outlets expansion, 
Victory Packaging, Shorr Packaging, a 
shopping plaza on New York Street and a 
new speculative office building. 

The Building and Permits Division team 
is tasked with ensuring that new and 
renovated buildings throughout the city 
are safe and up-to-code before occupancy. 

Building and Permits Director John 
Curley said his team is dedicated to 
ongoing education and innovative new 
technology that makes the permitting 
process more efficient than ever, and has 
earned the team national accolades. 

Veterans Week Activities
Tuesday, Nov. 10
Veterans Day Luncheon 
Noon-2:30 p.m. 
Prisco Community Center
150 W. Illinois Ave. 
This celebration includes a catered lunch 
and presentations from Honor Flight 
Chicago, Vets Roll, and special guest 
Connie Payton, plus prize drawings. 
Admission is $7 for Fox Valley Park 
District Residents, $11 for non-residents, 
and free for veterans. Registration for 
all attendees, including veterans, is 
required by Nov. 6. For more information, 
call 630-859-8606.

Wednesday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day Parade 
and Celebration 
10:15 a.m. 
Downtown Aurora
The parade steps off at the corner of 
Benton and Broadway at 10:15 a.m. 
and ends with a ceremony at the Grand 
Army of the Republic Memorial Hall. 
The ceremony includes a military 
rifle salute by veteran organizations at 
11:00 a.m., the exact time the armistice 
was signed that ended WWI. For more 
information call City of Aurora Special 
Events at (630) 256-3370 or email 
events@aurora-il.org.

DEVELOPMENT, BY THE NUMBERS
• 1.8 million – new square feet of 

development approved by Aurora 
Building and Permits through 
September 2015

• $290 million – value of that new 
development 

• 24% – increase in issued volume 
through end of September, compared 
to same time in 2014

• 54% – increase in issued permit 
construction valuation through end of 
September, compared to same time 
in 2014

• 2013-2014-2015 – Highest number 
of permits ever issued in consecutive 
three-year period
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A holiday tradition returns with
Miss Merry Christmas and Jack Frost
As the holiday season approaches, the City 
of Aurora will again take nominations for 
two children to earn the much-sought title of 
Miss Merry Christmas and Jack Frost. 

Up to a dozen children compete for the titles 
each year by way of votes cast through The 
Beacon-News. The girl and boy selected by a 
drawing are crowned Miss 
Merry Christmas and 
Jack Frost by the mayor at 
a City Council meeting, 
and earn a spot on Santa 
Claus’ float in the Winter 
Lights parade Nov. 20. 

All Aurora children 
aged 4 to 7 are eligible. 
To nominate your little 
Miss Merry Christmas or 
Jack Frost, submit a photo 
(head and shoulders – 
school photos work best), 
and include the child’s 

name, age and birthdate, and a parent or 
guardian’s name, address, phone and email. 

Send photos to City of Aurora Special 
Events, 5 E. Downer Place, Suite A, Aurora, 
IL 60507. The deadline to submit is 3 p.m. 
on October 21, 2015.

A little caution keeps 
coyotes out of your 
neighborhood

Coyotes are wild animals that have 
adjusted to urban landscapes, but while 
they are typically leery of people they 
can be unpredictable and sometimes 
dangerous, especially to pets. 

Help encourage coyotes to hunt 
in the wild and not in your 
neighborhood – don’t feed coyotes, 
either intentionally or by accident:

• Keep pet food dishes inside, 
especially at night.

• Keep grills and barbecues clean.

• Pick ripe fruits and vegetables from 
gardens.

• Do not feed other wildlife, such as 
birds and squirrels. If you choose 
to feed other animals, clean spilled 
food outside of feeders.

• Your garbage and recycling carts 
have lids meant to discourage 
animal foragers. Keep the lids closed 
to deter coyotes, raccoons and other 
wildlife. 

• Dogs and cats should never be 
allowed to roam freely, per city 
ordinance. Supervise dogs in your 
back yard, and keep domestic cats 
inside. Remember that invisible 
fences are ineffective in keeping 
coyotes out of your yard. 

For more information, or if you spot a 
coyote in your neighborhood, contact 
Aurora Animal Control at 630-256-3630. 

Fundraising nears completion for new 
Phillips Park veterans’ memorial
Thanks to generous donations from the 
Dunham Fund, residents and friends of 
Aurora’s veterans, and a newly announced 
Grand Victoria Riverboat fund grant for more 
than $12,000, the Aurora Veterans Advisory 
Council is proud to announce that a new 
memorial is almost entirely funded and is 
slated to be constructed by Veterans Day. 

The new memorial, to be built at the south 
entrance of the Sunken Garden at Phillips 
Park, will honor all those Aurorans who have 
died in the nation’s conflicts since World War 
II – in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan 
– and seeks to reflect the true diversity of the 
Aurora men and women who have dedicated 
and given their lives in the name of service. 

The granite monument will be about 13 feet 
high, with a base about 6 feet in diameter. 
The names of the deceased will be etched 
on black polished granite, with bronze 
service emblems for all of America’s branches 
of military service attached. All granite 
for the monument will be quarried and 
manufactured in the United States.

The memorial is slated to be constructed 
this fall, and will be unveiled in November, 
in conjunction with Veterans Day activities 
around the city. For updates, visit  
www.aurora-il.org or Like the Aurora 
Veterans Advisory Council on Facebook.
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Early holiday shoppers have more than 30 
new reasons to get excited this season with 
the expansion of Chicago Premium Outlets, 
offering great deals on the best brands and 
more options for keeping your shopping 
dollars local this holiday season. 

Chicago Premium Outlets unveiled the new 
stores on Aug. 27, with great fanfare, from 
a DJ in Saks Off 5th, to a Brooks Brothers 
tie and scarf tying demonstration, giveaways, 
sales and shopping sprees at dozens of new 
high-end retailers right here in Aurora. 

With the openings, Chicago Premium Outlet 
Mall has expanded by more than 60 percent, 
adding 250,000 square feet of new specialty 
stores like Bebe, Clarins and Movado, 
anchored by Saks. 

In addition to new stores, the expansion 
includes upgrades throughout the mall with 
art installations, a pond, and fireplaces to cozy 
up to while holiday gift shopping, plus an 
additional 2,200 parking spaces – double the 
center’s original parking capacity – to make 
shopping at Chicago Premium Outlets an 
easy, fun, enjoyable experience for high-end 
bargain hunting. 

Chicago Premium Outlets 
Opens 30+ New Stores

The expansion of the Chicago Premium Outlets includes the following new 
or expanded stores: 

Abercrombie & Fitch Outlet
Aerie 
American Eagle Outfitters
Auntie Anne’s Soft Pretzels 
Clarins 
Clark Street Sports
Columbia Sportswear 
Corningware Corelle & More
Dooney & Bourke 
Express Factory Outlet 
Finish Line
M Burger
Michael Kors
Mountain Warehouse
Movado Company Store 

Rise Pies
Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5th
Sarar 
Sperry Top-Sider 
The Limited Outlet
The Luggage Factory
The Team Station
Tommy Hilfiger Kids
Toys “R” Us Express 
Tumi 
UGG Australia 
Vans 
Vera Bradley 
Vince 
Wellensteyn Outlet 

Another six stores have moved or expanded their footprint in the outlet mall:

Coach
Guess Factory Store
Old Navy Factory Store

Sunglass Hut 
Under Armour
Wilson’s Leather

The beautiful new pond will double as an ice skating rink during Winter
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The upcoming weeks will be exciting for 
motorists along Ogden Avenue, as the 
long-awaited bridge over the Canadian 
National railway tracks comes together 
piece by piece. 

When complete, the bridge will 
take cars and trucks over the CN 
Railway tracks, eliminating long wait 
times from stopped trains that caused 
backups during commutes. 

So far, crews have completed utility 
relocation, pavement removal, earth work 
and bridge foundations. Piers for the bridge 
were completed this summer. This fall, the 
beams will be delivered and crews will pour 
the bridge deck, and lay the transition and 
roadway pavement.

According to the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, which is responsible for the 
project, the bridge is expected to open to 
traffic in the last week of November, weather 
permitting. 

Route 59 Construction 
to Finish This Fall

The long-awaited end to major construction 
on the three-year widening project along 
Route 59 will also come this fall, according to 
the Illinois Department of Transportation. 
The project included the reconstruction 
of the entire roadway from Ferry Road 
to New York Street, widening the major 
thoroughfare to three lanes in either direction, 
plus improvements at major intersections. 

The Route 59 project also includes the 
construction of a diverging diamond 
interchange at the Route 59 ramp to 
Interstate 88. This diverging diamond 
traffic pattern is relatively new to drivers 
in Illinois, but promises to improve traffic 
flow, particularly at peak commute times 
when drivers might have previously waited 
through several cycles of red lights to pass 
through the intersection. A video of the 
diverging diamond traffic pattern can be 
viewed on YouTube.com by searching “IDOT 
Diverging Diamond.” 

In addition, the following road construction 
projects will continue through the fall: 

One lane is closed, but local businesses 
remain open along Church Road, where 
crews are installing 1,555 feet of water main 
from Bilter Road south towards Corporate 
Boulevard. 

Crews are scheduled to complete the 
reconstruction of the west deck of the Illinois 
Avenue Bridge this fall. Motorists should 
continue to detour along either Illinois 
Avenue or Sullivan Road. 

When complete, the conversion of downtown 
Lake and River Streets from one-way 
to two-way operation will also include a 
dedicated bike lane connecting a gap in the 
Fox River Trail. The streets are expected to 
open as two-way streets in November. 

The replacement of the Jericho Road 
Bridge over Blackberry Creek has closed 
Jericho Road to thru traffic from Orchard 
Road to Bertram Road. Motorists should 
detour along Orchard Road, and Routes 30 
and 47 until the project is complete this fall. 

The Illinois Department of Transportation is 
replacing the Mitchell Road Bridge across 
the I-88 Tollway this fall to meet new Tollway 
clearance standards. Motorists should 
detour along Butterfield Road, Route 25 and 
Indian Trail. 

Crews are replacing more than 10,000 feet of 
storm sewers along New York Street and 
Galena Boulevard, then converting both 
thoroughfares to two-way operation from 
Broadway to Ohio Street. Traffic is reduced 

in some areas by one lane, but local businesses 
remain open and accessible. The conversion 
to two-way traffic is expected to be complete 
later this fall. 

East New York Street remains reduced 
by one lane each direction as crews complete 
a total reconstruction of the road, including 
widening the thoroughfare to five lanes. 
Expect minor delays until construction is 
complete this fall. 

The Ohio Street Bridge over the BNSF 
tracks will be closed through Fall 2016 while 
crews replace the aging structure and widen 
it to include a multi-use path for bicycles 
and pedestrians. Motorists should detour via 
Front, Wood and Rural Streets. 

Storm sewers and water mains will require 
portions of the following roads to be closed 
to thru traffic this fall. Local traffic and 
businesses will still have access. 

• 4th Street

• Church Road from Bilter Road south 
toward Corporate Boulevard

• Lafayette Street

• Michigan Avenue between Palace and 
Pennsylvania

• Prairie Street between Lake Street and 
the railroad tracks west of Cleveland 
Avenue 

• Redwood Drive south of Illinois 
Avenue

For the most up-to-date information 
on these road projects and smaller-scale 
road construction around Aurora, go to 
www.aurora-il.org/construction.

Ogden Avenue Bridge 
to Open Late November
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AWARD WINNING THEATRE
EXPERIENCE WHAT HAS CHICAGO TALKING.

3-SHOW SUBSCRIPTIONS
GREAT SEATS. GREAT PRICE. CALL TODAY!

®



7-ELEVEN 2411 W SULLIVAN RD AURORA

7-ELEVEN 600 S FRONTENAC RD AURORA

7-ELEVEN 1202 N EOLA RD AURORA

7-ELEVEN 2130 W GALENA BLVD AURORA

7-ELEVEN 1790 N FARNSWORTH AVE AURORA

7-ELEVEN 2241 S EOLA RD AURORA

A ONE STOP 1005 CLAIM ST AURORA

*ACE HARDWARE 994 N LAKE ST AURORA

*ACE HARDWARE 2144 W GALENA BLVD AURORA

ASHLAND PETRO 611 ASHLAND AVE AURORA

AURORA MARATHON 1795 N FARNSWORTH AVE AURORA

AURORA SHELL 2112 OGDEN AVE AURORA

BP AMOCO 1207 N EOLA RD AURORA

BP GAS & FOOD 999 W ILLINOIS AVE AURORA

CERMAK FRESH 
MARKET 1250 N LAKE ST AURORA

CITGO HASHMI 444 E NEW YORK ST AURORA

COD CITGO GAS 3890 E NEW YORK ST AURORA

CVS 2360 W INDIAN TRL AURORA

CVS 2211 S EOLA RD AURORA

CVS 1910 MONTGOMERY RD AURORA

CVS 300 N EOLA RD AURORA

EL PALENQUE 363 N FARNSWORTH AVE AURORA

EL PASO CHICO 508 GROVE ST AURORA

EL PASO GRANDE 634 E NEW YORK ST AURORA

FIESTA FOOD MART 220 JACKSON ST AURORA

JAYS FOOD PANTRY 3450 MONTGOMERY RD AURORA

*JEWEL FOOD 1157 N EOLA RD AURORA

*JEWEL FOODS 1952 W GALENA BLVD AURORA

KR FUEL 12 HILL AVE AURORA

PURCHASING STICKERS & ORANGE BAGS
Stickers are used for yard waste, bags, cans, large items and appliances that are in addition to your cart. Stickers are currently $2.75 
each. Stickers and orange bags can be purchased at Aurora City Hall, 44 E. Downer Place and the Aurora Customer Service Center, 
3770 McCoy Dr. In addition, stickers can be purchased at the following Aurora locations (Senior bags can also be purchased at the 
highlighted locations. *):

LA CHICANITA 215 JACKSON ST AURORA

LA CHICANITA 700 E NEW YORK ST AURORA

MARATHON GAS MART 1116 E NEW YORK ST AURORA

MARIANOS 3025 E NEW YORK ST AURORA

MEIJER 808 N ROUTE 59 AURORA

MINUTEMAN 300 S BROADWAY AURORA

MOBIL GAS 1030 N LAKE ST AURORA

ONE STOP CITGO 503 HILL AVE AURORA

PLS 30 N LAKE ST AURORA

PLS 305 W INDIAN TRL AURORA

PRIDE OF AURORA 1395 BUTTERFIELD RD AURORA

PRIME TIME CITGO 420 N FARNSWORTH AVE AURORA

*PRISCOS 1108 PRAIRIE ST AURORA

SUNSHINE PANTRY 2958 OGDEN AVE AURORA

SUPERMERCADO 
CASA BLANCA 770 CLAIM ST AURORA

SUPERMERCADO 
LA CHIQUITA 823 AURORA AVE AURORA

SUPERMERCADO 
EL GUERO 30 N ROOT ST AURORA

SUPERMERCADO 
EL GUERO 850 N FARNSWORTH AVE AURORA

WALGREENS 1180 N FARNSWORTH AVE AURORA

WAL-MART 131 W GALENA BLVD AURORA

WAL-MART 2900 KIRK RD AURORA
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FREE Fall Leaf Collection
Each fall, the City provides an unstickered 
leaf collection program. This year’s leaf 
collection runs through Dec. 4, with 
collections on your regular garbage day. 

Leaves must be placed in a 30-gallon Kraft 
paper yard waste bag and placed at the curb 
on your regularly scheduled garbage date. 
A waste sticker will not be required. 

Yard Cleanup Reminders
Yard waste collection continues through the 
first Friday in December. Yard waste must 
be placed in a 30-gallon Kraft paper yard 
waste bag weighing less than 60 lbs. and must 
have a garbage sticker attached. Stickers used 
for garbage are the same at those used for 
yard waste, however, yard waste mixed with 
garbage will not be collected. Yard waste will 
be collected on the same day as your garbage 
and must be at the curb by 6 a.m.

Bundled brush collection ends the first Friday 
in November. Branches and limbs 1/2 inch 
to 4 inches in diameter and 2 feet to 4 feet 
in length can be placed at the curb without a 
waste sticker. 

Brush must now be bundled with twine 
or tape, or it will not be collected. 

Brush less than 1/2 inch in diameter is 
considered yard waste and must be placed 
in a Kraft paper yard waste bag with a waste 
sticker attached.

Brush must be in neat, bundled, manageable 
piles with the cut side of the limbs facing 
the street. Brush that is tangled and in 
unmanageable piles will not be collected. 
Brush that results from contracted services 
will not be picked up. It is the responsibility 
of the contractor to remove and dispose of 
such material.

Yard waste collection
continues through Dec. 4

Text “MYAURORA” to 22828


