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InfoAurora is a new convenient way to have information about the City of Aurora 
right in the palm of your hands. With just one click of the app, you will be able to: 

AVAILABLE NOW!

For more information, call
Aurora’s Customer Service Center

at 630-256-INFO

• Receive up-to-date announcements

• Report a concern

• Give a compliment

• View road construction info

• Obtain property information

• So much more!

Download

InfoAurora
The Official App for Aurora, Illinois!



Mayor Thomas J. Weisner

From the 
Mayor’s Desk

Learn More  
About Aurora…
The public is invited to attend meetings 
of the Aurora City Council. From 
committee meetings to the full council 
meetings, this is a great opportunity to 
see Aurora in a whole new light. 

Council Committees
City Council acts on agenda items that 
generally begin at the committee level. 
There are four committees: Buildings, 
Grounds and Infrastructure; Finance; 
Government Operations; and Planning 
and Development. Committee schedules 
are available at www.aurora-il.org. 

Committee of the Whole
Agenda items move from committees to 
the Committee of the Whole Meeting. 
The Committee of the Whole meets on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 
at 5:00 p.m. in Aurora City Hall, 44 E. 
Downer Place – 5th Floor. 

City Council
The week following the Committee of 
the Whole, the full City Council meets 
to vote for final action. City Council 
Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in 
Aurora City Hall, 44 E. Downer Place – 
2nd Floor. 

I recently received a delightful letter from 
Daniella Crowley, a 5-year-old constituent 
from Lakewood Subdivision, on our Far East 
Side . Daniella had decided that all the winter 
debris that had accumulated along the banks 
of Waubonsie Lake needed to be cleaned up, 
now that spring had arrived.

She asked for several pairs of gloves and litter 
bags to help get the job done. We contacted 
the Fox Valley Park District, which manages 
the lake, and the always dependable Debbie 
Smith was more than happy to oblige.

So, on a recent Saturday morning, Debbie and 
I went out to the Crowley residence – Debbie 
to bring supplies to the 20 or more volunteers, 
and me, because I was curious to meet little 

Daniella, the inspiration behind the clean-up 
project. Suffice it to say that Daniella was just 
as cute as she was determined.

Not only did the Waubonsie Lake shoreline 
get a 2016 clean-up; the City, in cooperation 
with Fox Valley Park District, will be cleaning 
up the silt-filled lake itself, this year. Bids will 
be let in June, dredging operations will begin 
as early as August, and, barring unforeseen 
circumstances, Waubonsie Lake should be 
fully dredged and ready for active use before 
Summer 2017. 

With the Eola Road widening, from 
Montgomery Road to Keating Drive, also 
scheduled for its final phase this year, Aurora 
residents in the far east and south parts of 

town will see the completion of 
two badly needed and long-awaited 
project.

You’re never too young to make our community better
For a citywide Summer 2016 construction 
update for our city, see page 11.

Have a great summer,

 Mayor Weisner with clean-up 
organizer Daniella Crowley.
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Your Power – Your Choice
Choosing Your Electricity Provider

The City of Aurora will be pulling the plug 
on its electrical aggregation program this 
summer. Before that happens, it’s important 
for Aurora residents to understand their 
choices and to be ready to make them. 

What Has Happened? 
In 2009, the Illinois Legislature approved 
a bill allowing municipalities to use the 
collective buying power of their communities 
to save money for residents and small 
businesses on their electric bills. While 
ComEd does all billing for electricity in 
Aurora, regardless of the supplier, the ComEd 
rate was much higher than that of many 
alternative suppliers. 

In 2012, the City of Aurora competitively 
bid a two-year contract with First Energy 
Solutions, making them the default city-
wide electricity supplier, although individual 
residents and businesses maintained the 
right to do business with ComEd or 
other companies. 

It is estimated that through that two-year 
contract, the typical Aurora household 
saved on average $175 per year over what 
they would have paid ComEd during the 
same period. 

As the first contract was coming to a close, 
the City once again competitively bid 
electricity supply. Because ComEd had clearly 
made an effort to become more competitive 
with prices, the City’s new contract with 
Homefield Energy was only 0.010 cents less 
than the estimated total summer rate for 
ComEd at that time. Despite the fact that 

ComEd’s rate was competitively priced, the 
City went with Homefield Energy because 
state law would not allow anyone transferred 
back to ComEd to change to another provider 
within the first twelve months without 
paying a penalty. Homefield Energy allowed 
users to change at any time with no penalty. 
In addition, ComEd had no commitment 
to using alternative energy sources, such as 
wind and renewable energy, which Homefield 
Energy did. 

Over the past two years, ComEd has 
progressively dropped its prices. Currently, 
several alternative energy suppliers, including 
ComEd, offer rates that may result in savings 
for Aurora residents. In regards to the 
electrical aggregations program as a whole, it 
is clear the savings cities in our service region 
were delivering to their residents by buying 
power on their behalf are now largely gone.  

What Happens Now? 
Aurora will be discontinuing its electrical 
aggregation program with Homefield Energy 
when the contract ends in September 2016. 
This means that ComEd will become, as 
it was in the past, the default provider of 
electricity to Aurora households and small 
businesses beginning October 1, 2016. 
The City of Aurora encourages residents to 
consider all of their options. Those residents 
committed to supporting renewable energy 
solutions can find several competitively priced 
options in the market today. You are free to 
choose, but you must make a decision prior 
to September 2016. Therefore, it is important 
to understand your paths to electrical power. 
The choice is yours… 

Choose Your Path to Power
Residents MUST Choose BEFORE September 2016

Choose a New Supplier

or

Automatically Return to ComEd

• Compare rates online by visiting www.pluginillinois.org, 
a service of the Illinois Commerce Commission.

• Verify the total rate by calling the provider. Some providers 
have additional charges, such as ComEd’s monthly 
Purchased Electricity Adjustment.

• Understand the contract terms before making a switch. 
Visit www.pluginillinois.com for a list of questions to ask 
suppliers before signing a new contract.

• Residents who have not chosen an alternative supplier by 
the end of August will be automatically returned to the 
area’s local utility, ComEd, for supply service beginning in 
September 2016. 

• According to state Law, all residents automatically switched 
to ComEd for electricity supply must remain with ComEd 
for a minimum of one year.
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After a multi-year, multi-million-dollar 
restoration effort, Aurora’s Grand Army of 
the Republic Memorial Museum is open to 
the public again. 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was held 
prior to the 2016 Memorial Day Parade on 
Monday, May 30. 

After 15 years, the historic facility will now be 
open weekly from noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays 
and from 6 to 8 p.m. during the monthly First 
Fridays celebrations held on the first Friday of 
each month. 

The GAR Museum, 23 E. Downer Place, 
is a memorial to area veterans of the Civil 
War. Built in 1877-78, the GAR building 

was closed in 2001 because of structural 
concerns. Originally dedicated on July 4, 
1878, it was a place of refuge for Civil War 
veterans to gather, socialize, and cope with 
the horrors of the battlefields. And it was 
a community centerpiece for the rapidly 
growing city of Aurora in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.

The 15-year restoration project focused on 
restoring and stabilizing the 
exterior of the building, and 
restoring and creating exhibits 
for the Angel Room, the main 
display area. Today, the Angel 
Room is filled with unique 
exhibits on the Civil War and 
the GAR, on the brave local 
soldiers who joined in the 
fight, and on everyday life in 
post-Civil War Aurora. On 
the original marble plaques 
lining the walls, visitors will 
see the names of original GAR 

members, and notice that those names today 
are memorialized as streets, schools and parks 
around our community. 

The $3.5 million restoration effort – involving 
about 80% local funding – was assisted 
by grants from local, state and national 
organizations. Grants were awarded to the 
project from the Kane County Riverboat 
Fund; the Partners in Preservation 
Chicagoland initiative, with American 
Express and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation; the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity; and 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Assistance is still needed to complete the 
entire GAR Memorial Museum project. The 

Museum’s Lower 
Level and Tower 
Room are in need 
of restoration, the 
historic Sentry 
statue must 
be rebuilt, and 
outdoor displays 
and other work 
is envisioned. 
To donate to the 
GAR Restoration 
Fund, visit the 

Aurora Public Art Commission Fund site 
at the Community Foundation of the Fox 
River Valley: www.communityfoundationfrv.
org/profile/aurora-art-fund/; or call 
630-256-INFO. 

Tours of the Museum also can be arranged 
from Wednesday through Friday, by calling 
630-256-INFO. Museum visits are free —
there is no admission charge. 

Historic GAR Memorial Hall 
Reopens To Public A reader-friendly look 

at Aurora’s budget
The City is making it much easier for 
residents to get a handle on Aurora’s 
multi-million dollar budget without 
having to read through the 1,000-plus 
combined pages of the 2016 Annual 
Budget and the 2016 Annual Budget 
Supplement.

Instead, Aurora has created “Casting 
Light,” a 12-page Budget-in-Brief look at 
the City’s expenditures and revenues for 
the 2016 Fiscal Year.

“This 
Budget-
in-Brief 
is the first 
document 
of its type 
ever to be 
published 
by the 
City. The 
document 
presents 
information 
about the 2016 
City Budget in a 
highly summarized, simple 
format,” Mayor Tom Weisner said.

“In producing such a document, we 
are seeking to be more transparent and 
informative,” he said.

The Budget-in-Brief features single-page 
explanations of 2016 revenue, 2016 
expenditures, and property taxes. About 
19 percent of your tax bill goes to the City 
of Aurora, 2 percent to the Aurora Public 
Library, 20 percent to county and other 
special districts, and 59 percent to school 
districts. The Budget-in-Brief also breaks 
down the City’s General Fund and Capital 
Expenditure programs. It includes a letter 
from the mayor, information on Aurora in 
a “City-At-A-Glance” page, and pages on 
the budget process.

The Budget-in-Brief can be found in the 
Finance Department section on the City’s 
website, www.aurora-il.org/documents/
finance/Budget-in-Brief.pdf.
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FUNDING

Property Taxes  

$84,894,400

Sales Taxes  

$50,490,000

Income Taxes  

$19,850,000

Other Taxes  

$39,804,275

Grants  

$9,794,300

Charges for Services and Other Fees 
$76,096,770

Investment Income 

$17,452,200

Transfers Between City Funds 
$44,397,579

Other Revenues 

$29,820,126

TOTAL 

$372,599,650

2016 REVENUES

CITY SPOTLIGHT 

The city issued a record number of building 

permits in 2015, which added more than a 

half billion dollars to property value in the 

community. The increased value lightens the 

overall property tax burden.

HOW ARE CITY SERVICES FUNDED? 

The city funds public services and  

programs through a variety of different 

sources of revenue. 

     The portion of the property tax bill for basic city 

services will have declined for the typical Aurora 

taxpayer by 12.9% between 2009 and 2016. These 

savings have been made possible by concerted efforts 

to contain costs.

     Since 2006, the city has received funding of nearly  

$100 million through a variety of federal and state 

programs to support road, bridge, traffic signal, and  

utility improvement projects with a total cost of 

approximately $145 million.

     The city adheres to a policy of adjusting water and 

sewer rates moderately each year to avoid large 

increases at irregular intervals. Since 2005, annual 

increases for residential customers have been limited 

to an average of less than 4%. The additional revenue 

provides resources for the continued operations and 

maintenance of the city’s water and sewer system as 

well as a wide variety of infrastructure improvements.

     The “other revenues” classification reflected at the 

right includes pension contributions, loan proceeds, 

and miscellaneous revenues.

2016 Revenues

2016 Expenditures

23%
Property Taxes

13%
Sales Taxes

11%
Other Taxes3%

Grants

20%
Charges for  

Services

12%
Transfers 

Between Funds

5%
Investment 

Income

8%
Other Revenues

5%
Income Taxes
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VALUE
Simon/Chelsea Chicago Development , LLC 

$47,144,869Liberty Illinois LP  

$34,906,876Westfield Shoppingtown 
$31,709,100Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.  
$27,476,461Aurora Industrial Holding Company LLC 
$17,941,482TGM Chesapeake Inc.  
$15,243,041AMFP II Oakhurst North  
$13,410,768TA Associates Realty  

$9,989,548Fox Valley Villages, LLC  
$8,971,800MFREVF-Kirkland Crossing, LLC 
$8,499,675The city’s top 10 taxpayers paid about 7% of the city’s property taxes in 2015.

TOP TEN PROPERTY TAXPAYERS

EQUALIZED 
ASSESSED 

Property taxes are the largest single source of revenue for the City of Aurora at $80 million. 
A resident’s property tax bill is split among several different 
taxing districts. The city and the Aurora Public Library 
comprise about 19% and 2% of the homeowner’s taxes, 
respectively. The city’s share provides resources for public 
safety services and municipal debt payments. In addition,  
a rapidly increasing amount must be applied to state-mandated pension payments.

PROPERTY
TAXES

2016 Revenues

2016 Expenditures

19%
City

59%
School 

Districts

2%
Library

20%
Counties 
& Special 
Districts

2015

TYPICAL PROPERTY TAX BILL

2016 Revenues

2016 Expenditures

21%
City

20%
Counties 
& Special 
Districts

56%
School 

Districts

3%
Library

2006

CITY SPOTLIGHT 
Since 2008, the city’s property tax levy for operational (non-

pension) purposes has declined by 11.9%.

FOR RESIDENTS: 
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Aurora’s Farmers 
Market cooking up 
summertime fun
Shop local, eat healthy, and 
have a good time doing it – 
what more could you ask for?

Aurora’s Farmers Market, founded in 
1912, is the oldest farmers market in the 
state of Illinois. And it’s so much more 
than just a place to get your vegetables. 
The market is an excellent way to 
kick off your Saturday morning with 
a mini-festival of socializing, cooking 
demonstrations, food, music and much 
more. Stop by the information tent to 
learn about programs to get kids eating 
well, and to double your LINK benefits, 
accepted by non-prepared food vendors at 
all three of Aurora’s Farmers Markets. 

The downtown farmers market, at 
the Aurora Transportation Center, 
233 N. Broadway, is open from 8 a.m. 
to noon on Saturdays, from June 11 to 
Oct. 15. 

There are also mid-week markets, with 
about 35 vendors at each, on the West 
Side and Far East Side. 

Aurora’s Farmers Market-West is open 
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
July 6 to Sept. 28, at West Aurora 
Plaza, 1201 W. Galena Blvd. Aurora’s 
Farmers Markets-East operates from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursdays, July 7 to 
Aug. 25, at Our Lady of Mercy Church, 
701 S. Eola Road.

For more information, visit 
www.aurorasfarmersmarket.com.

 Aurora’s Farmers Market specializes 
in healthy, locally grown produce 
and the freshest of flowers.

National Night Out Brings 
Neighbors Together
The City of Aurora expects to have about 
25 neighborhood gatherings in August to 
celebrate National Night Out 2016.

The purpose of the nationwide activity is 
to encourage people to get to know their 
neighbors, and to build stronger relationships 
between neighbors, local police and City 
leaders. 

Last year, 20 National Night Out events 
were held around the City – up from just five 
events in 2014.

For this year’s National Night Out, on 
Tuesday, August 2, about 25 neighborhood 
and local groups are expected to sponsor 
gatherings in Aurora.

“National Night Out builds relationships 
with police and law enforcement, so people 
are more comfortable to pick up the phone 
and ask for help or report criminal activities,” 
said Cheryl Maraffio, community coordinator 
for the City’s Neighborhood Group Support 
Program. “People also get to know their 
aldermen and City officials, and it reinforces 
the fact that the City truly cares about their 
neighborhoods.”

National Night Out events in Aurora range 
from large gatherings with 1,000 people in 
attendance to smaller neighborhood get-
togethers of 35 people or less. The events 
usually feature food and activities for children 
and families.

“National Night Out invites people to be 
invested in their neighborhoods, to make 
them better places to live,” Maraffio said.

All residents are encouraged to turn on their 
front porch lights for the evening as a symbol 
of neighborhood unity.

The City’s goal is to have a Community 
Policing Officer, City representative, or 
alderman at every National Night Out event. 
Some funding may be available from the City 
to help individuals and groups organize a 
gathering for the evening.

For information and assistance with arranging 
a National Night Out celebration, contact 
Maraffio at cmaraffio@aurora-il.org. 

 An Aurora youngster 
enjoys National Night 
Out in a West Side 
neighborhood in 2015.

 Aurora Police Officers 
help neighborhood kids in a 

building block challenge at 
National Night Out 2015.

6  |  City of Aurora  |  2016 Issue 2 Customer Service – 630.256.INFO



Wellness Clinics keep 
pets feeling fit
Low-Cost Pet 
Wellness Clinics 
will be offered 
throughout 
the summer 
at Aurora 
Animal Control, 
600 S. River St.

The low-cost 
clinics for dogs 
and cats include vaccinations, heartworm 
tests and prevention, FIV tests and micro-
chipping services. The clinics, available by 
appointment only, are scheduled for 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. on July 23; and Aug. 13 and 
Aug. 27.

For an appointment, call Just Animals at 
815-830-6568 and leave a message when 
prompted. For more information, call 
Aurora Animal Control at 630-256-3630.

Supporting 
Renewable 
Energy Suppliers

Metea Valley Wins Grammy Award

The choice you make in your energy supplier 
(see page 4) affects your pocket book, but 
it also has a real, meaningful effect on our 
environment, greenhouse gas emissions, and 
the health of the air we breathe. 

When you purchase your energy from a 
renewable energy supplier, there is no change 
to your service. You get the same electricity 
and the same reliability as everyone else, 
delivered via ComEd, but your dollars 
support a growing infrastructure in Illinois 
for wind and solar energy producers. You’ll 
reduce the demand for fossil fuel production, 
including coal mining, transportation, and 
burning, all of which contaminate our land 
and air. 

In addition, you’ll be fostering the creation of 
new, well-paying, high-tech jobs throughout 
Illinois and breakthrough research to make 
solar and wind energy more affordable 
than ever.

The Grammy Foundation announced that 
Metea Valley High School was named a 
Grammy Signature Gold School, making it 
one of the top three schools in the country 
recognized for its outstanding commitment 

The Illinois Commerce Commission 
maintains information on costs and energy 
sources available from different suppliers at 
www.pluginillinois.org. Select the ComEd 
service area to see a list of all available 
suppliers, their cost per kilowatt hour, and 
explanations of those energy sources. Many 
suppliers offer 100 percent green energy, 
purchased from wind and solar installations, 
at prices similar to ComEd rates. 

Go to www.pluginillinois.org to compare, 
then call or go online to the green supplier 
of your choice to make the green switch. 

to music education. Metea receive a $3,500 
grant to benefit its music program and a 
special Grammy award. Congratulations to 
the Metea Valley Mustangs on this incredible 
accomplishment! 

Important Information 
About Your Garbage 
and Recycling Bill
City of Aurora residents will notice a small 
increase in their next bill from Republic 
Services. Per the terms of the City’s waste 
hauling contract, a price increase of 2.5% 
took effect on Friday, July 1, 2016. 

Prices for waste stickers and the 
Environmental Refuse Fee — which is 
included on residential water bills — 
will remain the same.

Republic Services bills quarterly.

 Mayor Weisner (center kneeling) joins the Metea Valley Chambers Singers after their performance at 
the 2016 State of the City Address.  The students performed for the annual event and wowed the crowd of 
400+ business and community leaders with their talents. Indian Prairie Superintendent Dr. Karen Sullivan, 
IPSD204 Board Member Mark Rising, Metea Principal Dr. Darrel Echols and Metea Choir Director 
Nathan Bramstedt were also in attendance.

For more information, visit 
www.aurora-il.org/trashtalk
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Aurora family 
proves importance 
of fire escape 
planning
It pays to be prepared, as even 5-year-old 
Gracie White can attest.

The Aurora tot paid close attention when a 
group of Aurora firefighters visited her class 
at Annunciation School to discuss fire safety 
during Fire Prevention Month.

Gracie’s family then put together a fire escape 
plan, which they got to use last Fall when a 
fire broke out at their home. Gracie’s mom 
said her daughter reminded her to call 911 
and remained calm throughout the ordeal, 
and everyone got out of the home quickly 
and then safely gathered at their designated 
meeting spot next door.

In 2013, there were an estimated 369,500 
reported home structure fires in the U.S., and 
2,755 associated civilian deaths, according 
to the NFPA. Your ability to escape a home 
structure fire depends on advance warning 
from smoke alarms and advance planning.

The NFPA advises that everyone in your 
household should come together to make a 
plan. Walk through your home and inspect all 
possible exits and escape routes. Households 
with children should consider drawing a floor 
plan of your home, marking two ways out of 
each room, including windows and doors. 

The Aurora Fire Department has information 
on home escape plans on the City website, 
at www.aurora-il.org/fireprevention/
community/escape_plan.php. 

The NFPA offers escape planning tips 
and an escape planning grid on its website, 
www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-
consumers/escape-planning. This is a great 
way to get children involved in fire safety in a 
non-threatening way.

 Gracie White
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What happened to 
electronics recycling?
Historically, electronics recycling in 
Aurora, and municipalities throughout 
Illinois, has been funded by the original 
equipment manufacturers. That funding 
is distributed through the State of Illinois, 
and so far in 2016, no funds have been 
made available to the City of Aurora. The 
city is currently exploring options for 
providing an electronic recycling option 
for residents later this summer, and will 
announce those events on Aurora’s website 
and Facebook page, and in the media. 

Meanwhile, residents have the following 
options for recycling unwanted electronics: 
• Kane County electronics recycling 

events have also been suspended 
indefinitely; however, the County 
lists private companies that 
accept electronics, often for a 
fee. For more information, go to 
www.countyofkane.org. This list also 
includes locations accepting CRT 
(non-flat screen) televisions and 
monitors. Services provided by private 
companies do not have residency 
restrictions, but residents should call 
ahead to confirm availability of services. 

• DuPage County maintains a list of 
private companies, without residency 
restrictions, offering electronics 
recycling services on its website, 
www.dupageco.org. 

• Many electronics stores offer recycling 
either for free or with the purchase 
of a new item. Visit www.bestbuy.
com/recycle for information on items 
accepted at their Aurora location. 
Fees apply for some items. 

Look for electronics recycling 
announcements on Aurora’s website or 
Facebook page, or sign up for e-blasts 
from the City of Aurora by going to 
www.aurora-il.org and clicking on the 
email icon under Get Connected! 

Aurora Fire Department Lt. Jim Rhodes 
said Gracie’s experience is a perfect example 
of why every family should know E.D.I.T.H 
– the Exit Drills In The Home escape 
plan from the National Fire Protection 
Association.
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Mayor Weisner Sees Bright Future for the City of Lights

Heading into his final year as 
mayor of Aurora, Mayor Tom 
Weisner reflected on a past year of 
shining moments and a decade of 
progress during his recent State of 
the City address before the Aurora 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

“Today, the world is seeing Aurora 
in a whole new light,” Weisner said. 
“Yes, we are just emerging from a 
deep and dark recession, but we 
were not silent or stagnant during 
that time. And today we are the 
better for stubbornly moving forward in the face of adversity over 
the past several years.” 

Weisner’s address highlighted successes throughout the city in 
economic development, infrastructure, public safety, education 
and the revitalization of downtown. Top among those highlights 
is a three-year pattern of record-breaking growth, with permits 
for new construction and remodeling at an all-time high, 
bringing new tax revenue to provide high quality city services 
with less burden on residents. 

It’s proof that businesses especially are seeing Aurora in a 
whole new light, Weisner said, as he told the Chamber crowd 
about new and expanding employers in Aurora. Homegrown 
businesses like Shorr Packaging are staying in Aurora and 
expanding corporate headquarters, while Peerless has “on-shored” 
its manufacturing from China to Aurora, with 400 employees 
working on three shifts at its Aurora facility. 

“Aurora is well positioned to welcome them home,” he said, 
because of forward-looking investments in infrastructure 
from bridges and modernized sewer systems to the City’s 
“fourth utility” – fiber broadband that makes Aurora attractive 
to investors. 

Weisner praised the forward-thinking approach to education 
demonstrated in a partnership between Waubonsee Community 
College and West Aurora School District 129, which will move 
into a new administrative campus this summer thanks to a deal 
with the expanding Dreyer Medical Clinic. The partnership will 
offer specialized career training at the new campus alongside 
roughly 50 dual credit courses to ensure bright futures for 
students of all abilities and interests and create a highly trained 
workforce to attract new business to Aurora. 

The mayor lauded the efforts of the Aurora Police Department 
and its new leadership, with shootings down this year over the 

same period last year, and overall 
crime statistics better than 
state averages. 

“I have absolutely no doubt that 
the Police Department has a very 
bright future,” he said. 

A focus on infrastructure, 
Weisner said, has also positioned 
Aurora for a bright future, from 
the Ogden Avenue overpass 
moving traffic on the southeast 
side, to the Eola Road and I-88 

interchange attracting manufacturers, to sewer infrastructure 
that has paved the way for new institutions like the Waubonsee 
campus and Santori Library downtown. 

He praised the visionary developers and dedicated volunteers 
who are investing their energy to bring revitalized housing, 
packed music and arts venues, and energized theater audiences 
to downtown Aurora. Synergy between employers like Support 
Techs, revitalized housing in Leland Tower and the Elks 
Building, and entertainment from the Paramount to First Fridays 
is building a more livable, more lively downtown attractive 
to millennials. 

“Believe me,” Weisner said, “I know we’re only in the early stages 
of this effort, but things are beginning to happen. If we can create 
job opportunities, living environments and competitive pricing, 
arts and entertainment, and a variety of restaurants, creating an 
ambiance and excitement at half the price of Chicago, we can 
keep and attract more of that highly sought group of millennials 
right here in Aurora.”

He asked the audience to imagine a downtown a decade from 
now, with former industrial sites transformed into mixed use 
residences and shops, more museums and a streetscape of 
commuting pedestrians, a future for which the groundwork has 
been laid. 

“Let’s be real,” Weisner said. “Businesses are investing here and 
jobs are abundant. The downtown is more busy and beautiful 
than in decades. Arts, culture, music and theater are driving 
huge crowds. 

“There’s so much promise in Aurora and the good news is that 
it isn’t dependent upon any one person. Each of you holds the 
power to help shape Aurora’s future. You are the best of Aurora 
and in your hands, I believe the best of Aurora is yet to come.”

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
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B
e a

 good neighbor and

Parking on grass is 
prohibited throughout 
the City because 
standing water in ruts 
can harbor mosquitoes. 

For more information 
or questions about 
the City’s Mosquito 
Abatement Program, 
contact Clarke 
Environmental directly, 
at (800) 942-2555.

A Few Words About Water
Odd-Even Lawn Watering
The City of Aurora’s Water Conservation 
Ordinance permits lawn watering from 6 to 
9 a.m. and from 6 to 9 p.m. on an odd-even 
schedule. 

Residents with an odd last digit in their 
street address are permitted to water lawns 
via sprinkler systems on odd calendar days; 
residents with an even final digit in their 
street address are permitted to water lawns on 
even calendar days. 

No sprinkling is allowed on July 31 and 
August 31.

Tickets will be issued to those who do not 
comply with the ordinance. 

Rain barrels capture spring 
and summer showers
The City of Aurora and The Conservation 
Foundation will team up again this year to 
sell discounted rain barrels to residents. Rain 
barrels collect water run-off from rooftops for 
use on lawns and gardens, conserving water in 
the hot summer months. 

Rain barrels: 
• Reduce pollutants carried into the 

Fox River during major storms 
• Conserve water that is otherwise 

sourced from stressed underground 
aquifers

• Hydrate plants and gardens better with 
naturally soft water free of minerals, 
chlorine and fluoride 

Rain barrels are available 
in four colors: black, 
gray, blue or terra cotta. 
And at just $60 plus 
tax – about 40 percent 
less than online retail 
prices – rain barrels are 
a great deal for you and 
the environment. For 
more information or to 
place an order for pick 
up or home delivery, 
call The Conservation 
Foundation 
at 630-428-4500, 
ext. 132. 

Tell mosquitoes to buzz off
Aurora monitors mosquitoes via light traps 
located throughout the city to control 
the pests in an environmentally friendly 
way. Traps are emptied and monitored 
three times a week by our contracted 
mosquito management company, Clarke 
Environmental. The Street Maintenance 
Division sprays insecticide only if Clarke 
finds the number of adult female mosquitoes 
– the only mosquitoes that bite – exceeds a 
predetermined threshold. When insecticide is 
sprayed, it is limited only to affected areas. 

Nothing can turn neighborly relations 
sour like loud noise from car stereos and 
raucous parties.

The City’s noise abatement ordinance 
improves the quality of life in Aurora’s 
neighborhoods by setting standards for 
loud noise and empowering police officers 
to issue tickets for excessive noise. 

Violators face fines of $250 for a first 
offense and $500 for a second offense. 
Tickets are issued based on several factors 
including the time of day the noise is 
occurring and the type and duration of 
the noise.

Before calling the police, consider bringing 
peace to your neighborhood by having a 
friendly, non-confrontational chat with 
your neighbor. 

When that doesn’t work, complaints 
of loud noise should be directed 
to the Aurora Police Department’s 
non-emergency telephone number at 
630-256-5000. The City’s noise ordinance 
can be reviewed by clicking on the Police 
Department tab at www.aurora-il.org.

Residents can help naturally reduce the 
numbers of mosquitoes by:

• Eliminating standing water 
• Cleaning debris from gutters
• Changing water in bird baths and 

wading pools weekly
•  Keeping swimming pools clean and 

chlorinated
• Aerating ornamental pools 
• Filling or draining low-laying areas

Turn
down the 
volume
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Better traffic flow, safer commutes  
coming to Route 59 Metra Station
About 400 new parking spaces and three 
new driveways coming this summer to the 
Route 59 Metra Station promise shorter, 
more convenient commutes and cleaner air 
for all, thanks to a grant from the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning. 

Improvements will happen in phases 
throughout the summer. The parking lot will 
be reconfigured to add roughly 400 additional 
parking spaces, making the Metra commuter 
rail line an option for more people looking for 
a more environmentally friendly commute. 
The additional driveways along Meridian 
Lake Drive will reduce idling and congestion 
for those driving to and from the station. And 
changes to the Pace bus staging area will make 
commuting safer and more convenient for 
those who use the Pace Park-n-Ride service. 

The Route 59 Station is the busiest of all 27 
Metra stops along the BNSF line, with more 
than 5,800 commuters using the station daily, 
all 2,200 parking spaces used each workday, 
and a waiting list for parking permits. The 
improvements are expected to divert roughly 
5,200 car trips off the roads each day. 

In addition, the improvements will create 
security upgrades including additional 
cameras and lighting in the parking lots. 

Major construction is expected to be complete 
by the end of 2016, and the Metra platform 
will be open for the entirety of the project. 
Minor work, such as landscaping, may not be 
completed until 2017.

During construction, commuters should 
plan for delays and pay attention to posted 
electronic signs at the station for the 
most up-to-date information. Updates 
and more information on the project are 
posted at www.aurora-il.org/construction/
route_59.php. 

The following projects also will be under way 
around the city this summer: 
• The Illinois Tollway Authority will 

begin a two-year rehabilitation of the 
Farnsworth Avenue Bridge over 
I-88 this summer, with new ramp 
configurations and traffic signals, a wider 
bridge with turn lanes and a multi-use 
path for bicyclists and pedestrians. 
Motorists should expect lane closures, 
changing traffic patterns, and long delays, 
and should take alternate routes when 
possible. For more information, go to 
www.illinoistollway.com.

• Crews are replacing more than 4,000 
feet of water main along portions of 
Farnsworth Avenue and Sheffer 
Road, with night work expected for 
portions of the project to minimize traffic 
delays.

• Water main replacements along Elliot, 
Homer, and Melrose Avenues and 
Douglas Road may cause minor traffic 
delays and occasional lane closures, but 
will be complete by the end of the summer. 

• Eola Road from Montgomery Road 
to Keating Drive will be completely 
reconstructed and widened to five lanes, 
including a center left turn lane, plus a bike 
path and a sidewalk. Motorists should 
expect delays and occasional single-lane 
closures. The project is anticipated to be 
complete by fall 2017.

• Crews will be replacing storm sewers and 
water main along Galena Boulevard 
and Downer Place in downtown from 
Water to State Streets this summer, as 
well as rehabbing pavement on sections of 
Galena, LaSalle and Downer Place. The 
project will be complete by summer 2017. 

• New sanitary sewer line installation 
along Lincoln Avenue from Claim to 
Spring streets may cause minor delays 
and occasional daytime lane and roadway 
closures near the Aurora Transportation 
Center parking lot on Lincoln Avenue 
until July. 

• Work continues this summer on the 
Ogden Avenue Overpass, which is 
expected to be complete by the end of 
this year. In addition to the overpass over 
the Canadian National Railway designed 
to dramatically reduce traffic backups, 
improvements include a sidewalk and 
multi-use path, traffic signals and noise 
abatement walls. 

• The Ohio Street Bridge over the BNSF 
tracks remains closed until November 
as crews replace the entire deck, first 
built in 1922. The new, wider two-lane 
structure will also include a sidewalk and 
multi-use path. 

• The similarly aged Sheffer Road Bridge 
over Indian Creek will be replaced 
beginning sometime this spring. Sheffer 
Road will be closed to through traffic 
between Farnsworth Avenue and Felten 
Road, and is expected to reopen this fall. 

• By the end of this summer, Sullivan 
Road and Highland Avenue will 
intersect via a roundabout to reduce 
traffic back-ups. The intersection will 
be closed for six weeks this summer to 
expedite construction. Motorists should 
pay attention to signage, expect long delays 
during construction, and seek alternate 
routes. 

• Some interruptions to the daily operations 
of Waubonsie Lake Park are expected 
for roughly six weeks this summer as 
crews dredge the lake to remove sediment. 
Little disruption to nearby traffic is 
expected.

 Residents examine documents relating to traffic 
initiatives and upcoming construction projects 
at a Transportation Open House sponsored by 
the City of Aurora and 1st Ward Alderman Tina 
Bohman. Information was available on planned 
work along Farnsworth Avenue, such as water 
main replacement, bridge reconstruction, and I-88 
interchange upgrading; and on other projects.

 About 400 new parking spaces are coming 
this summer to the Route 59 Metra Station
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Branches and limbs that are ½ inch 
to 4 inches in diameter and 2 to 4 
feet in length can be placed at the 
curb — without a waste sticker — 
on your regular garbage collection 
day. Brush must be stacked in neat 
piles with the cut ends of the limbs 
facing the street, and must be tied 
with twine or tape into bundles 
weighing less than 50 pounds. 
Brush resulting from commercial 
tree trimming jobs will not be 
collected and is the responsibility 
of the contractor.  

For more information, visit 
www.aurora-il.org/sanitation/yardwaste.php, 
or call 630-256-INFO.

Bundled Brush collected free
Free bundled brush collection continues in Aurora through Nov. 4. 


